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ABSTRACT

Before unification in 1990, Germany experiencec a rise
in right-wing violence and political popularity. The trenc
nas centinued until the present. Many scholars attribute
~ne phenomenon tc the econcmic and social impact of
cnification and the wave of immigrants pouring intc Germany.
This i1s only partly true. Since the trend began bkefore

arnifizaticn, then the real rocts lie somewhere else.

1S

Trnis thesis suggests that the rise in right-winc
extremism is linked to the growing pressures of pcst-
industrielization. Changes in modes c¢f production, further
glcbaiization of eccnomies, the information explosicn, and
the meobility c¢f the world's capitel, are causing new
ceportunities and dangers for peorle. Lost Jobs cr pay cuts
are resulting in the West from the mcve tc rcbetics, and
from pusinesses heading for cheaper labor markets. Germany
is not alcne in facing these challenges. Most Western

states are confronting the same prcbiems. Hewever,

Germany's Naci past meke it seenxm very different.
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I. INTRODUCTICN

The rise cf the German right wing movement as a
phenomenon preceded and superseded German reunification.
Its true roots lie in econcmic, sccial, and political
changes common in most pest-industrial societies, and i<s
mecdern-day incarnation has been detectable in Germany since

the rmid 1980s. This thesis will suggest that the extrerne

crmmunism in eastern Eurcpe, and the reunificaticr of

Germary have all contributed to ecencmic, social, angd

Cermany is not alone in experiencing a rise in
nationalism, and right-wing extremism. France, the United
Kingdom, and the United States face similar issues, as c¢

several cther European states. What mares Germany

troubles appear unigue? What is the ccmmon element ¢f state

right-wing popularity and tc identify the active dan

g
from the iImagined perils. False perceptions about the




impact of unification can misdirect external focus and
zzzention from the real causes and problems that Europe must
gddress. Unification since 1990 itself has not bkrought

cut all of Germany's woes. Rather, i1t has exacerbated
cther symptoms that many western societies are experiencing.
Fcr instance, the West's develcped states are all undergcing
zn. economic transformation from manufacturing to high
tecnhnclogy and services. Just as the Industrial Revcluticn
in tne nineteenth century created a great social upheaval,
sz gcoes the current post-mcdern revolution. The social
“slccaticns caused by eccnomic change result in
isfacticn with politics as usual, and wencphcbia.
wrern Ccertein pecpie feel that the political anc sccias

s 'stexm Cces nct werk for them, cr become anyious about thelr
eccrcmic security, they are susceptible te pelitical

extremes. Germans of today are no cdifferent from Americans

9]
s
ot

in thls regard. Unf unately, Germany is keing hit wizth an
eccncmic revolution at the same time that reurificaticn ana

- N . - 3 - - = = i T~ T}
assive Immigration from the east take place. These

A T e - i ottt 4 e N S0 P S
zazlticnal purdens, ccupied witn the histcrical legacy c¢f
- e - . -7 e oy ~ ~ .
€ latl era, are menumental prcklems fcr any demccracly o
. -~ N Ve 5 bl v A ‘- P |
cverccme, and they are the elements which make Germany's

“L.e8 seeml Uniga
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beer. on the connection between the reunification of Germany
in October 1990 and the rise of militant right-wing

r:olence. The common argument suggests that unification and
the ccllapse of communism in the east, which have led to
widespread immigration, are the scurces of all of Germany's
troubles. The economic costs ¢f unification and the flocd
cf immigrants have soured the early euphoria over
reunification. Since the extreme right-wing plays on the

ruclic's fears of being "overrun"

o}
w

foreigners, and losing
Cerman prosperity, and has gained in popularity, then it is
assumed, this must be at the roct cf the far right's recern:
success. However, Germany's econcmy
unification, and the right wing w
since the mid 198Cz due te disliccaticns caused, in parz, bv
the ccrmmen pest-industrial econcomic tranmsfcrmaticn.

Befcre the end ¢f the Ccld War and Gerrman reunificaticon,
there existed a West Germany and an East Germany. Twe very
different states whose corientaticn was true to their titles,
west and east. Now that Germany i1s united, the new state
finds it is no longer a western State nOr an eastern state,
£ut rather a central power cnce agalrn. GCermany's rcle in
Central EIurope was an impcrtant and decminating cne refcre

cre end ¢cf the Second Werla

(3]




region.- This is taking some time, for Germany's political
system was not prepared to deal with the sudden historic
cnanges of 1989, and the subsequent ccllapse of communism to
the east, or the unexpected reunification.

Immigrants have poured into Germany because of the
fcrmerly liperal immigraticn laws and the relative eccncrmic
crcsperity of Germany, not tc menticn the war in the
3z_rnans. Perhaps more important, however, many refugees
frcm the east seek Germany because 1t is the first
crispercus state they reach. The imract of gecgraphy cannc:

~ : o ! < - - 3 4 el .-
ce cverstated. Germany's interest in maintalining stacilis

N

These eguipped with a better perspective Cn the nature
¢f Germany's dilemmas can best understand the mcmentcous
sccial and pclitical changes affecting the Western wer.a.
Misunderstandings can lead tc the pcssible political
isclaticn ¢f Germanyv in a time when Germany needs suppors
frem I1ts allies. Germany cannct sclve al: ¢f Its prciiems

a.crne. In crder to avecid over genera.l-caticons ana fz.ise

o3

nilstcrical analcgles, o

- " A v 3 ~ - } N .-
€ Must .CcC:x 1L geptn. at tnese lLssues

E - - ~ . 2 - -
facing Germany In the past and presen:

f Gruner, "Germany in Eurcpe," In The State of German,
Jcohn Breuilly (New York: Longman Puklishing, 19377, p. o .
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Th:e last one hundred years of German political history
give a clear pinture of a people and society struggling with
the forces cof modernity. There is an unmistakable line of
centinulty. Each majer event helps explain how Germany has
arrived where 1t is today. Underneath tihe surface c¢f these
mcrentous events, however, were the slow developing fcrces
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ccncern Germany for years to come. Unfortunately, this
process obscures the structural preoblems in West German
scciety before unificatioen.

Today, western socilety ccnfreonts the challenges ¢f a
seccnd industrial revclution. Post-industrialization is as
cnre_enting in its disruption c¢cf the sccial fabric of stazes
as the Industrial Revclution of 1780-193C. Where
ltarianism proved 1incapaflie ¢f dealing with monumenta.
nan ge, will democracy failr any better?

Sefcre exploring German political developments,

< - ~ - - - 3 - 1 3 .y . - < -
imrcrIant terms, such as naticnalism, right-wing extremism,

- -— - L - - -

an cconservatism, must first be gefined Naticnallism nas

- - = v - Fa - .. -

zssumed many forms curing the ccurse ¢f histcory In tre

. e . ] . o o
-272 1IT.S it stressed lovalty and Tatriltisnm TC Cnes etnnic

ccmmunity. It placed cne's nation and culture above cthers.
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Mcre racicel e.ements cof rnaticnalism aaded racism ana Sccisl

icnalized the de-humanizaticrn and murder c¢f peorple
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sta.. grecups ¢f revisicnists still clinging tc the ideals.

i } £ B £ ~ed - £
cdzay, the numker of pecprle flccrinc tc the banner of
P por}




rationalism is once again on the rise. The horrible
memories cf the war are fading. The young are finding some
appeal in the ideas of naticnalism in a complex worid of

groewing internationalism. Perhaps this is a norma: backlash

ct
O

the progress of the European political integration.
Conservatism embraces the status-guo and traditions.
Maintairing order and stability are primary objectives. I-
r..neteenth century Germany, the ccnservative elites were the

heir wvas<
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he prevailing political crder was only an

advanced form ¢f the feudal world. Once the Empire fell In
~%.:, tne traecitiocnal forces became reactionary, Seerning &

- - - Yo~ - ~ vem o= < s § v - -
rYeTlyr ¢ tThe ClC regime. {onservatlves tcaay regresent &
I~ ~ —~ - £ - - ~ -~ £ m 2
wloe Ccrces secticn o0f German soclety. The crce Ifalrl
oA ——- N -~ £ o -
r.cmcgernecus poiitical spectrum has fractureq, witih
prcgressive Conservatism, uitra-Ccenservatism, anda status-guc
ccnservatism kbeing the main focal pcints
clrgervatls celng ta an I a. pCLIiTSs.

; A .- < Tl e N R L. _
The right-wing cf pclitics begins with the ulirzs

ccrnservatives wanting tc return Tc tne c¢la craer. The far
right and right-wing extremists have different agencas, ve:
rcon faver scme fcrm cf authceritarian rule The mcre
extrere elemernts favir z return cf Yatlonal Scciallsm,
seening ¢ JesTroly Jemccracy, anld Class structures Lo favir
ci the naticngl cemmunity. A klenc cf entrerme naTtlilra_lsT
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racial superiority, yet sees the necessity in restructuring
society in order to win in the struggle of nations.

In order to appreciate how nationalism has helped shape
German pclitical developments in the past and present, one
mus: loox at its beginnings. 2An histcr:ical look at the path
cf German nationalism helps explein mcst Germans' uneasiness
with the entire concept, especia’ly when connected with
racisw. Those on the extreme right are trying to rewrite
~ne history books; hoping to rehabilitate the Third Reich
arnd the terrible consequences of 1ts twisting of

“ionaiism. The conly defenise tc these attempts 1s an

educated publiic awareness tc the truzh.




II. THBE RISE OF RADICAL NATIONALISM: 1871-1918

The demise of the Holy Roman Empire with its structures
swept away by "the forces ¢f war and revolution," namely the
French Revolution and the Napolecric Wars, cleared the way

fcr the German nation state.- James Sheehan states:

The story of the revolutionary period took on a significance
of its owr, important less for what happened than for what:
pecple thought had happened. In memoirs, istory bocoks,
novels, and paintings, the 'wars of liberation' were shaped to
£it an unfolding narrative cf nation-building, in wh;br the
Velk's historic rising became at once the pro ogue and
grecondition ¢f the nation's ultimate triumph.-

Ha®¢ Hclbcrn aptly summarizes the prcgression between

fecdelism and the Industrial Revcliution:
Mezrternich and the statesmen of the Germanic Confederation had
succeeded in subduing the political movemernts of the French
Revo.ttion., But the po-¢t1cal ideas of the french Revolution
ra2 peer. cornly one aspect of the broaa process of social

“ransformation from feudalism to a bourgecis society, and this

~ransformation was not brought to standstill by the political

3

victories of the rulers cf restoration.:

The ccoperation and "solidarity" betweern the mcnarchial

fcrces ¢f the Prussian, Austrian, and Russian, Emrires,
which had successfully repressec zthe 1£4f-43 revcluticns,

-James Sheehan, "State and laticnal.ity in the Napclecnic
fericd,"” in The State cf CGermany, p. I7.

‘Ibid, p. 5€.

‘Halo Holborn, A History of Modern Germany, 1£40-1945, (New
York: Rifred R. Knepf, Inc., 1963, ninth reprint 19'5), p. 3.

9




bezzme strained by the Crimean War in 1854-55.°
The old international order was giving way at the same
ime that the internal social and peclitical structures of
central and eastern Eurcpe were under severe strain.
Bismarck managed to keep the forces cf change in check while

he was in power. His elaborate secret alliances also kept

the Ecrop=an peace after 1871. When he stepped down in
18%7, however, it was as if the international and internsal

system were collapsing simultaneously. The true nature of

¥

the Bismarckian crder was the skillful holding acticn cf <he

¥

"Ircn Chancellcr," who cffered false

-

1icpes fer future

crhange. Unwilling to reform the pclitical instituticns,
Slsmzrcn relied on exhortations ¢f raticnal duty to keep the
svstem going. In the end Bismarck cid mcre harm tc Germany

hern many appreciate. He built false hopes fcr the
conservative elites te maintain their power, and he gave the

masses false exnpectaticns of change.

A. A NEW NATION IS BORN
The cconciusicen cof the France-Prussian War, in 2871,

creught the second German Empire. The fell of lapclecn III

illiar Carr, "The Unificatiocn ¢f Germany," in The State

sermany, D.
(R180 see)
University

Hw

g
c
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ar Rich, Why the C.‘mear War7?, (Hanover:
S

ess of New Eng.ard, L9735
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and large principalities, a new powerful state emerged,
altering the balance of power in Europe that had existed
since 1648. (Rebuilt in 1815 after the Napoleonic Wars)®
Stretching from the Masurian lLakes in East Prussia to the
Rhine river and the Ruhr Valley, from the North Atlantic and

Baitic sea coasts to the Bavarian Alps in the south, stocd a

Hh

diverse, resource-rich count._ c¢f £ifty million people.’
The architect of this second Empire was the Prussian

Minlcter President, Prince Ottc von Bismarck. Through

‘0
b e
o]

}o-

d macy and quick, decisive wars, Bismarck excluded
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France from southern Germany, and built a

fegerzted Empire on Prussian terms. For Bismarck and m

Q)
i
v

"y
ts

wn
n

larn conservatives, 1t was important to es+taklish &
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ny deminated by Prussia instead cf z German

crnfederaticn which deminated Prussia. Consegquently,
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1y's constitution favored the interests c¢f Prussia's

r. elite's, and made any future changes tc the
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nstitution impossible without Prussian suppert.’

O

Befcre the end of the Napclecnic Wars, there existed

competing ideas for the creaticn c¢cf & German naticn state.

[d o ~ M . < - o= f . - . - —~
Gcrcan A. Craig, Eurcpe Since _tlZ, (San CDiegce: Herceours,
- - T e .va =3 - x TR - . 2 - -
Brace, Jcwrancvich Ceilege Pub.lshers, -S€L; reprint ed., 19741,
pr\ N
b’ - -

‘Vclker R. Berghahn, Mcderr Germany,: Scciety, EcZcncmy and
pclitics in the Twentieth CeA_;_,, -na ea. {lWew Ycorx: Camcricge
University Press, 1987, p. 3.

‘Gorden A. Craig, Germarny, 1£66-194%, (New Yerk: Oxferd

University Press, 1978), p. =9.




Scre people favored the loose federation of all German

incely states into a new Holy Roman Empire. Others wanted

'3

a2 more centralized state that included all German speaking

recpies. There were also variations that included cr

(I)

=c.uded either Prussia or Austria. O©f ccurse, there were

t

~~cse who simply wanted to continue with the status quoc.’

The National Liberals of Germany, & party of

B

b
(&
(D

iectuals, middlie class businessmen and prcfessicnals,

b
b

scught the fermation of a strong state that included

O
3

ussia, but excluded the Hapsburg Austria. Founded

b
'
ry
41
ts
(V)]
[

o)
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o)

with a parliamentary gocvernment

cerntreliing mest functions cf state, Germany wcuid hav

o

~ccxed mere Like Great Britain than Prussia, 1f the lNaticnal
Lirzerals had had their way.-- Bismarck fciled these
asgiraticons. Diplomatic maneuvering ara military victeries,
frcm 1%5€4 o 1871, allowed Bismarchk tc enlist Naticnal
tireral support for his plans t¢ bulild a new state.-
licnetheiess, certain liberals remained hcopeful that

-

zZocnstituticnal reform
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AS a ccnsequence of the way the new nation state was

formed, particular interests of the German states encurecd.

- P m - e n AN N
Jcnn Brecllly, ed., The State cf Cermany, llew Yory
- - hoRRY - =
cngman Puk.ishing, 19352, rp. 2---
- £ T A -~ - ~ — o TS e - - e ee e
Gecif E.ey, Reshaping the German Richt, (Ye.e Universicy,
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Brian Bend, War and Scciety in Europe, 1£70-13970, (New
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For example, in order to persuade the Wittelsbach dynasty of
Bavaria to join the new Empire, Bismarck had to make major
concessions and accord privileges. Bavaria remained exempt
from taxes on beer and spirits, retained control of postal
services, railroads, the right to collect taxes, and its
army, during peacetime.-- Other states gained concessions

uence. Bismarck allcwed

F‘

depending cn their size and inf
these states mcre autonomy, fcr his constitution alsc gave

the largest state, Prussia, more leverage in the dualistic

=3

echanisms of the Prussian constitution and statecraf<«.

B. POLITICAL STRUCTURES
Gecrdon Craig has described the essence of the German

ccnstitution best:

Tne basic pu rpose of the constitution, in short, was to create
the institutions for a nationail s ate that would be able to
compete effectively with the mest powerful of th nezghbcrs,
without, however sacr1L1c+“g, cr even imiting, the

aristocratic- monarch1a¢ oraer of the pre- naLlo"ai period.
This task invited complication, &and i was in fact achieved at
the price of ambiguities and uO“t*"ClCth.S that were alway
awkward and, as the year rassed, irvested Gerr;:
pariiamentary 1life, and po;itics ir. genera., with an
increasing amount of frictior. and frustration. '

Q

The new German state structure consisted ¢f twe legislative

bodies. The upper House (Bundesra%t. ccnsisted of appcinted

delegates from the twenty-twec princel;, states and three free
citlies.® Any changes tC the censtituticn and all

-Craig, Germany, p. 41.

-*Icid, p. 39.

-“Berghahn, Mcdern Germany, p. 2C.
13




legislation had to pass through this house before being sent
tc the lower House (Reichstag). 7To ensure that the
cnstitution would respect Prussia's agrarian conservative
interests, the authors of Article 7% of the Constitution
stipulated that any such legislation would be defeated if
fcurteen votes were cast against it¢. With seventeen vctes,
Prussia held the most votes in the Bundesrat.-*

The Reichstag seats were filled by nationwide elections.
Ur.iversal suffrage by secret ballct for all German males
twenty-£five or older made the elections seem modern and fzir
by the standards of the day.-® The system, however, was
designea to faver the rural landed interests, rather than

5

~he _iberal, socialist-inclined cities. Seats were awarded

-
1

ral districts cf varying sice, withcut regard =c

ot

> e.e

-
-

(@]
O

cou-atien. Consequently, sparsely populated east Prussian
1 b

e]

estates cculd muster more conservative seats than the
densel popuzated, industrial centers cf the Ruhr.- This
asymmetry remained central to the pclitical cul:ture c¢f the
seccend Reich and the first Repuklic.

Members of the Reichstag were nct vcted intce thelr

seats. Instead, the parties received seats acccrding o the

i
-

o2

-

.

-*Cralg, Germany, p. 45.

-Brett Fairbairn, "Interpreting Wilhelmine Electicns:
Naticnal Issues, Falirness Issues, and E.ectcra. Mobilicaticn,"
Elections, Mass Politics, and Sccial Change in Mcdern Germany,

ea. Larry E. Jones, and James Reta..acr (Wasnhingtcn D.C.

Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 17-4F¢.
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election results and then filled these positions with people
of their choice, according to party lists. As a result
personal accountability to the electorate did not exist.

The Reichstag wielded limited power. It did not posses the
power to initiate legislation, but could only act on bills
submitted tc it from the government. Though the Reichstag
dig contrel the funds, it never used this power to its full
berefit. One reason may be that the Kaiser could dissclve

N

~rhe Reilchstag if an impasse developed between governmernt and

b
(@)

Lol

par_iament, and call for new elections. The constituti

[OF

id stipulate that elections could not be postpcned.-:
On paper, the Kaiser held the greatest power. ALl

»

gcvernment ministers were appceinted by the Kais

o
[
bt
)
b
S
€.
b

tne Chancellor, who was responsible fcr the administraticn
cf state and foreign policy. 1In additicn, the Army answered
or.y tc the Emperor. The role of perscnalities was

decisive. Bismarck wrote the cons=tizuticn tc favor his

o]
O
)]
'I
ctr

ion as Chancellor under Empercr wilhelm I, whc, fcr the
mcst part, allowed Bismarck to run the state and foreign
cclicy as he generally saw fit. Thouch the Army remained
utside the Chanceller's reach, Bismarck's influence con the

aging Mcnarch was great indeed.

4

rder a.tered circumstances, after 188¢, with different
perscrniaiities in pcwer, Bismarchk's syster falterec. The

voung, energetic Wilhelm II sought to change the course cf

*Craig, Germany, pp. 38-60.
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Germany's foreign policy.-® This development eventually led
to Bismarck's retirement in 1890. Wilhelm replaced Bismarck
with men whom he believed he could control. Germany's
fcreign policy thereafter suffered immensely from lack of
ccntinuity or cohesion. The army planned for a Europearn war
igrncring the possible diplomatic considerations. The
Chancellor and the Foreign Cffice were never consulted cr
invclved in the making of the war plans.—” This would have
disastrcus effects in 1914.

After Bismarck's retirement in 1890, Germany had four

nzncellcrs befcre the First World War: Caprivi, Hohenlche,

(@)

Buelcw, and Bethman-Hellweg.-- A1l faced the difficulz
prcoelem ¢f reccnciling the Kailser's wishes with the growing
cressure for demestic reform on a wicde range ¢f Issues, from

taxation to elections. Answerable tc the Kaiser, yet
ccnstantly under attack from the Reichstag, these men turnec

icy to divert

-

tc fcreign pe
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problems. Bueliow, Chanceller from 190C0-19C9, stated in a

3 . n- : 3 = 2 i S e
letter; "I am putting the main emphasis cn fcoreign pelicy,
T e - R 4 . N ~a « Eq
cnly 2 successful foreign policy can reccncile, pacify,
e - 4 £ . = - =
Cecrge F. Kennan, The Decline c¢f Bismarcr's Zurcpean
'a) - - - - - -4 - - - —~ -~ o) - _~ .
Crder, Trancc-Russian Relatlieons, LE 5-_%4l, ‘princetcn: PrinceTon
o= oIz ——— AL A LTITUIT
Jrniversity, rress, .Y 9, -ztest reprini €Z., -9%9., pp. CE-I7C

-‘Arthur Rosenberg, The Birth cf the Ge
+91E, translated by Ian F. D. Morrow |

-
- i F

. w Yorr: Russel & Russe.

Inc., 1962, first published in German, 1931)

'y, PP. €7-68.
--Craig, Germany, pp. 224-233%.
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rally, unite."=" Due to the Kaiser's meddling, however,
fcreign policy only became a source of conflict between the
ccnservative elites and the rising radical nationalistic
pressure groups, dissatisfied with failures abroad.

Even with the internal social crisis mounting, the
conservative forces opposing political change were streng

anc well established. Two of the crucial pillars of the

£
O
1
m
*
0
[
-
v
'_J
O
A

der were the Prussian Army and the Church. The
rrussian Army managed tc survive the attempts of
Scrnarnhorst, and Gneisenau to subiject it to the pecple's
will." Officered primarily by the nobility, the Prussia
anc later Cerman Army, was committed tc maintaining the c¢ld
crZer. The stunning victories over <he ARustrians and the
Trench in the Wars cf Unificaticn, 18€€-1£71, elevated the

Army tc a cult status. The officers frem the middle class,

whe held Important positions in logistics and steff werk,
were heavily indectrinated into suppcrting the Army and

Religion plaved a decisive rcle in German society.

There was no division ¢f state ang church. The Cazhclic ana

-*Kaztherine Lerman, "Bismarck's Helr: Chancellzr EBernhara
von RBuelcw and the Naticnal Idea, 15880-191&," in The 8tate cf
Cermany, p. 83.

-‘Gordan A. Craig, The Politics c¢f the Prussian Army, 164C-
-%45, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1956,, pp. 3/-%1.




church tended to avoid pressing social issues to support the
status quo instead as the state church in Prussia.-* The
Catholic church was the bulwark against Prussian domination,
with Its own political party, the Centre Party, which acted
as a mouthpiece for its concerns zand interests. Politicized
re_igicn also helped preserve the secticnal differences cf
Germany. Southern and western CGermany were predominately
zthclic, whereas Northern Germarny was mainly Protestant

The Thirty Years War, 1618-164f, left most cf Central

Turcope traumatized. The death, destruction and insecurity
czused it had formed strong regicra. bonds. Because fears

cf religicus persecution persisted, the Cathclic south was

aetermined in keeping the federaticr zs weak as possitle.
Slsmarck's attempts to break the pelizizel gpower ¢f zthe
Catnclic church backfired, uni<ting the Cathellc cemmunizy
mcre than ever.-! This religious divisicn wculd continue o

pciitically haunt the Empire and the Republic after 191¢.

C. FORCES OF CEANGE, 189%0-1918
In the mere twen:ty years after Gerrman unificaticn,

eyl m K LR £ Lo ~ e . 3
sTriasization rapia.ly transicrmes Tne ccuntry. Tre

. £ o} m - - .o - \ - - — o~ - ~m
gerica cf 1890 te 1912 witnessed the greatest changes.

g

-*Gordan A. Cra
in

he Cermanrs, [lew Ycrk: Penguin Beers,
19€2, seccnd repr L

€19§> DB, 1E-l1.

~‘Halo Holbern, B History cf Modern Germany, p. -262-266.




Vclker Berghahn states:

The development of modern Germany is best understood against
the background of the Industrial Revclution which affected
Central Europe with full force in the final decades of the
nineteenth century. Britain had experienced the blessings and
the traumas of industrialization earlier and more slowly, but
rnowhere else in Europe did the transition from an economy
based on agriculture toc one dominated by industry occur with
the same rapidity as in Germany.-

a1

In 1890 Germany produced 4.1 millicn tons of pig-ireon; bv

2923, this had jumped to 17.6 millicn tons cof steel,

4

ccmpared to Great Britain with €.C million tons cf pig-ircn

2 and 7.7 millicn teons ¢f steel in 1913.°% German:
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period Germany's urban populaticn nearly tripled.’- The
social ramifications of this industrial and population
transformation were enormous. Srilled artisans and
crafzsmen found themselves competing against mass
production. The established middle class felt threatened by
the pclilitical agitation of the working class. Conservative

eilzes feared the 1oss of pcwer and status in an ever faster

o~
-

[$1]

nging werld.
In an extremely Cclass conscious scclety the danger cf
_Ccsing sccial pesition fractured an already dividea country.

“he goverrnment worsened this situaticon with its commitment

T2 Tne mcenarchial order. The rise c¢f mass polizics wculd

-~ LN - - b - o~ £ < ~ = —~ - .
e TCJderate ancd liberal voices c¢f incremental charnge ew,
- o~y b - y - N - -

m.Cre raalcal parties demanded immediate refcrms, having nc




unreliable. The political parties of the day reflected this
sectionalism. The Centre Party heid the most seats in the
Reichstag in 1890 with 106 out of a <total of 397.°- A
predominately Catholic party, the Centre catered to Cathclic
interests and had its basis of support in southern Germany,
primarily Bavaria. Due tc Bismarck's 1ill conceived
gevernment attack on the Catholics in the 1870s

{(Ruiturkampf), the Cathclic community felt threatened by the

Y]

rctestant north and militaristic Prussia.®® Consequently

y
-

r
cined together, committed against a stronger central
government.

The National Liberals representea the interests cf a
wide range cf society, from industrialists tc werkers, frem

armers t, artisans.’® Notables, members cf prcfessicns and

'O

rtance irn the

Fl -
O

ron-nopllity, filled the positions of imp
party, appointing from within, and keeping voices cf change
cutside. The Party's main platform, the creaticn cf a
iberal German state, lcst momentum with Bismarchk's milizary
successes. Many National Libera.s suppcried Bismarcr,
pelieving that reforms could be instituted in time, until he

turrez on them in 1879. By 1890, the Naticnal Liberals were

in gecline. Reichstag seats plummetec Ifrom ninety-ninc In
-E.ey, Reshaping the Cerman Righz, p. 3€3
“Cralg, Germany, p. 75.

*’Karl Roche, ed., Elections, Parties and Pclitical
Traditions, Social Foundations cf German Parties and Party
Systems, _te6'-.957, (New Yorr: Berg pPubiishers Ltd, 1990, p. 39.
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1887 to forty-two in 1890.*® In a period of increasing
po.itical polarization, the party's once diverse support
zurned to other more modern parties. The lack of a coherent
c.atfcrm and the leadership of an ¢old guard of Nctables who
were slow to change, also contributed to the party's
cecline. The National Liberals alsc failed to exploit the
new cpportunities of mass media in building popular suppcri.

Tris would have fateful consequences for the liberal idezls

-

ne Social Democratic Party proved to be the mest

successful In its electoral suppcrt between 1830 and i9il.
Cranging demographics, frem rural tce urkban, led by increased

niustrializetion and a population explosicn, contributed ¢
¢ sccial tensions between :thcse dcing well and these
feeling cppressed or discriented.
genera. perceived big business and the wealthy as
explciters. Untlil labor unions became stronger and lakcr
refcrms were enacted, this was generally true. The Sccial
emccratic Party (SPD) represented the working ciass. In

_f9C tre Social Demccrats won thirto-five seats in the

*“Eley, Reshaping the German Right, p. 36%.

*Ipid, p. 365.

“Ibid, p. 265.
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higher, but the electoral districts favored the rural areas
cver the cities. The SPD received most of its support from
the large industrial centers.

Tne Conservative Bloc consisted cf basically two
parties: the German Conservative Party, and the Free

Conservative Party or Reich Party.-

P

Political support came

from the land owners, heavy industry, state bureaucrats, and

the military. Slow to adapt to the emerging world of mass

pclitics, the Conservative Bloc suffered as much as the

National Liberals by 1912. 1In 189C the Conservatives gained

twenty-six seats less than in 18&7.°% The 1912 election
seft the entire Conservative Blicc with only fifty-seven

seats, down from ninety-three seats irn 189C.°- This trend

;culd provoke a panic in the politicel right.
here were other political parties during this period.
Mcst represented narrow interests and only played a marginal

-

Y
rcle. Minority parties of Pcles, [Danes, Alsatians, ana

-
(@]
181
Al

ainers had a combined tctal cf twenty-seven seats in
2890.°- They would gain one sea%t by 29.7. Anti-semitic
parties and other particularists went from seven seats in

2830 to thirty-three in 1908, and bacrk down tc nineteen in




1912.°* These parties represented the fringe element of
German politics, yet their racist ideas would find fertile
ground in the bewildered postwar Germany, looking for
scapegoats.

The Left Liberals were not as marginal, yet saw the:ir
pcsition eroded in time. From a high of seventy-six seats
in 1890 to a low forty-two in 1912, the Left Liberals
mirrored the decline of the National Liberals and the
Ccrnservatives.®® The only parties tc have substantial
numbers of seats in the Reichstag in 1912 were the Centre
Party with ninety-one, and the Social Democratic Party at
217 cut of a tctal of 367.°
ne Sccial Demccrats were not as powerful as their

miremmary AF se
~ 4 <2

ts would suggest. Their radical Marzist,

m

sccilalist agenda put them at odds with nearly ail other
parties. The Centre Party gained the most from the fears c¢I
sccialism. With a steady showing in the elections, the
Centre became the leader in forming coalitions which cculd
cvercome the factionalism of the Reichstag, and pass
legislation. The government, conservatives, ana naticna:
pressure groups feared that socialism wculd win unless

5

scmething drastic was dene tC stem the tide.

-Ikid.

*-Ibid.

**Ibid.




E. TRANSFORMATION OF THE RIGHT

The 1890s saw a rise in the number of national pressure
groups and memberships. The Pan German League, Colonial
Scciety, Navy League, and later the Deferse League, were the
major organizations. All groups espoused patriotism and
natior before all. There existed a strong dislike for
pciitical compromises on issues viewed as of national
impertance. Contempt for the Reichstag dominated in the
minds of many members and leaders. In the beginning all of

these organiczations strongly supported the governmernt and

ct

he early stages, pressure grcups viewed their

crimary role as educational, covering such Iimpcrtant issues,
as cclonies, a stronger navy, or the preservaticn cf German

)

cuxture. The government rarely received any criticism from
the national pressure groups. Many people saw their mission
2s the protection of the estaklishment from the growing
dangers of the left. If the average worker could be taught
the importance of nationalism, a strcng navy, and imperial

mbiticns, then he could be saved from the radical left.

()
[OR

The national pressure groups launch active campaigns of
educaticn and propaganda. However, most members ¢f these

. .- .
al.e C.
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agitational organizaticns were from the

[

Such events as the Boer War, the Tally Tele

«Q

raph Effair
cf 1908, and the Moroccar Crisis cf 1911, worked to push the

national pressure groups into cppcsition tc gcvernment
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policies.’* After Bismarck's retirement, Germany's
diplomatic situation deteriorated. Russia and France signed
a formal treaty of alliance in 189%4. France and Britain
moved closer together with an "Entente Cordiale" in 1904,
resolving their colonial disagreements.*® Germany appeared
tc pe encircled. These foreign poclicy failures were
attributed, in part, to the Kaiser's dabbkling in areas whrich
shcould have been left to the Chancellor's office. The
growing threat from the left was alsc ktlamed on government
ireptitude. What had been tacit suppcrt or "accommodaticn"
cf the conservative elites by the middle class, became cpen

.cagenism con the eve of the First Wcrld War. This

[4}]
o3
«Q2

wn

ituaticn only splintered the pclitical scene further in

€

t

many, making any consensus building nearly impessible.

Q)

ks the nation's wealth became less dependent cn

ricu-ture, the political system's bias towards landed

[s}]
QO

which benefited the gentry caused agitaticn among the
growing middle class, which had pecome peliticzlly conscicus
due tc the rise of mass media. Mcst taxes fell dis-
proportionately on the middle ciass. Yet, the middle class
remained fractured cn severa. issues, &s wel. as &.ong
regiora. and confessicnal lines. Trne pcwer c¢f the pressure

grcups came from their appeal ¢ krcad naticnal ilssues. 3y

#*Ibid, p. 364.

**Craig, The Politics ¢f the Prussian Army, p. 283.
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claiming goals greater than petty sectionalism, these groups
set out to "save" the country from perceived internal and
external enemies.

The national pressure groups departed from their
educational tradition to focus instead on mobilizing
political support for the conservatives during the 1907
campaign. This step led to a temporary defeat of the Socizal

Democrats. Co-opted by the government and conservative

«t

es to fend cff the left, the government soon found it

-
-
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<~ £E
-

cult to accommodate the growing demands c¢f the radical
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.
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The conservative right had always feared extreme

PN
aa

ticrnalism. The thought of masses of people being

m

1
O

ized for & cause which could get cut of ccntrel was

¢}
b
b
'
t

unrerving. Bismarck had used nationalistic appeals and
exhcrtaticns effectively. Others tried to emulate his
successes. Thus, the conservative right appealed to a sense
of duty, loyalty and pride as a pclitical weapon against the
growing radical left, but lost contrcl te a new generaticn
cf extreme nationalists.

Pressure grcups who worked with and in support of the

gcvernment on 1issues of naval power, coclcnies, anc cultural

th

- ; A 4 ; i EED U
nwcaticr, ocund i1t mere and mcere difficult Tc cecntinue

(4]
Q.

th

because of fo

[
(¢}
b

gn pclicy failures, disagreement Cn Issues

such as what types cf ships tc be built, the size of the

(]

navy, and the strength of the army. In addition, there
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erxisted a growing antagonism between the burgeoning self-
conscious middle class and the interests of the landed

elite. It was only a matter ¢f time before leaders of

nationalist pressure groups would break-out to form new
parties based on broad appeals tc national interests, even

though many in the organizations believed politics to be a

dirty kbusiness and could not understand compromising on

issues of national security importance.®

F. POWER OF IDEAS

The rise of German naticnalism, whether fueled by the

pressure groups, cr simply channeled, must be viewed ir the

context ¢f the period. Germany was not alone

experiencing this surge c¢f naticnal egotism.

(2]

tates c.a

!4
3

ed its "Manifest Destiny," ard in

the werld scene as a major power with its defeat cf Spain

and the addition of overseas coclonies %¢ its possessions.

France had turned its energies towards Africa after its

fX)

defeat in 1871. Great Britain ccntinued its empire

A ke e A4

building

and demcnst

rated strong natlonalistic tendencies wh

dea.ing with the Muhjadin in the Sudan, the Chinese, and the
Boers.*” When the Russian Baltic flee: inadvertently sank a
*Eley, Reshaping the German Righz, p. 27
*Kenneth Hagan, This Pecp.e's Navy, (New Yori: The free
Press, 1991), pp. Z207-CZ7.
**Byron Farwell, Queen Victoria's Little Wars, (New York: W.
W. Ncrton and Company, 1972, pp. =30-232.
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couple of British fishing boats, the nation's press and
public called for war and the destruction of the Russian
fleet. As it turned out, the Russian fleet met its end at
the hands of the Japanese in the Battle of Tsushima in
1905.°° The dawn of the "Rising Sun" had arrived. Russian
Pan-Slavism called for the protection of all slavs in the
Balkans, at the expense of the Austro-Hungarian and the
Uttoman Empires. This explosion of virulent nationalism

ripped most major nation states between the 1870's and the

Yo}

First World War.
Social Darwinism also played an important role in
sraping ldeas of the time. According tc it, only the strong

naticns would survive and flourish, and lesser peorlies would

(V)]

alszppear or ke subijugated by the fittest. The power cf
tnese ideas, national identity, self-determination, and
Sccial Darwinism can not be underestimated. Coupled with
unprecedented changes in social demcgraphics and the
introduction of mass media, these ideas were used to

manipu.ate and mobkilize millicns ¢f pecple. The

cf

]

ccnservatives elites wanted to maintain their pesitic

pcwer in an ever faster changing worid. By alienating the

192

e

wcrkers, these attitudes and actions appeared tc aid t
extreme left. Conseqguently, the new radical right gemandea
changes which set itself as odds with the conserwvative

right.

-

“Kennedy, The Rise c¢f the Anglc-German Antagonism, p. 277.
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Memberships in the National Pressure Groups steadily
rose from 1890 to the outbreak of war in 1914. For example,
the Navy League began in 1898 with 14,252 members. By 1914,
it claimed 331,493.°- If one counted all organizations
affiliated with the Navy League, over one million people

were invclved.*- The Navy League was the largest of such
pressure groups. These massive non-traditional
crganications of broad appeal exerted enormous political

pressure without being subject to the politics of the

Reichstag.
Intensive nationalistic rivalries between the states c¢f
Eurcpe, Social Darwinism, and the ncticn cf naticnal

ets fcr the mounting internal
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scZlal pressures caused by rapid industrialiczation and
urpanization. New technoicgy allowed mass medla, creating
pclitical awareness never before knowr.. The political scene
Gerrany reflected the fracturing cf scciety. UNone cf the
0.ld ciass divisions accurately reflected the emerging sccial

crder.

influence. The middle class expanded tc encorpass the
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expanding working class began to unite

purpose of overthrowing the old order.
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ruling forces and parliamentarians may have occurred within
s few years of 1912, but the constitution'’s structure made
tnis difficult, and would have required that ruling elites
willingly give up their power. Wolgang Mommsen captured the
essence cf the political crisis:

The causes of the First World War must be sought not in the
r_unders and miscalculations of the governments alone, but 1irn
wre fact that Germany's governmental system, as well as
Lustria-Hungary's and Russia's, was nc longer adequate in thre
fzce of rapid social change and the steady advance of mass
relitics. ™

P

Tre gecvernment and army perceived an eminent civil war

ot

Zwvents in the Balkans seemed to offer an opportunity ¢
crecx this trend, at least temporarily.

Gzvrilc Princep's assassinatiorn ¢f the heir tc the
tnrcne ¢f the Bustro-Hungarian Empire, Archduke
erdirand, in Sarejevo on 28 June 1914, has been called
the "sparr" which set the "tinder box" afire. Tensicrns in

Zurcpe had been on the rise fcr over a decade.

. -y F e 3 AR .o o “va 5 - BN - -5

wngery, fcund itself constantiiv at ocds witnh Russlz I the
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wans. France, recoverea Ifrcm the numl_lating oceleat C:
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L7 ., scught to regain the lcst previnces ¢f Alsace-
! ) - bo

Ibid, p. 293.

**Craig, Germany, p. 334.




Each country perceived that a quick military victory
world be possible and desirable. France believed that, with
the aid of powerful Russia in the east and Great Britain in
the west, it could regain its prestige and importance in
Europe. Russia, still reeling from tne military defeat cf
the 1905 Russo-Japanese War anc the internal revolution :chat
followed, hoped to turn back progressive liberalism and
scliidify its position in the Balkans.’® Great Britain fel:
the strains of meeting a challenge tc its global Empire. =&
chance to defeat the German nava. threat before it cculd
grcew toc powerful appealed to many Britich imperialists.-
Tre Austre-Hungarian Empire, a diverse colilecticn c¢f ethnic

-

tensicns, vieweld <he war

In the conservative tradition of dealing with dormes:tic

vrokiems with fcreign policy diversions, the prcspects cf z
wictericus war to slow down or reverse "progressive"
tendencles arpealed tc Germany's Chancellcr, BRethman-
Ecllweg. In additicn, Germany's past fcreign pclicy
c.iunders had led tc virtual encirclement, scmething the
great Elismarck had always worked hard tc avcid. Germany's

1. 27 2 e Taige sl .. __—_ raR veas e PO
Cr.y reéz. a..y, Austria-Hurngary, .CCrel Wearner anc wesz:ner

P4 P

*Bond, War and Scciety in Eurcpe, 1870-197C, pp. ~2-9¢€.

‘Kennedy, The Rise of the Anglc-Germar Antagenism, 1660-
i9:i4, pp. 441-463.
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every year.

Confronted with yet another crisis in the

alkans, Germany had the choice cf either backing down from

suppcrting Austria-Hungary,

or giving its full support.

Ceclining to support Austria-Hungary would likely have led

tC Vienna's demise or defection to Germany's'enemies.

The growing radical right would view either course as a
fcreign policy disaster, and attack the government. By
supperting the Austre-Hungarian Empire in the Balkan crisis,
it was hoped that a weakened Russia wculd back down, as iz
na2 in 1909, and possibly break the ertente or at least
ennance Germany's pesition in the Balkans, in Europe, and &t
nore. Another dimension was the German General S:taff's
tercerticns ¢f Russia's growing mil_itary power. With French
irn.Uestments, lcoans and grants, Russié had emberred orn & vas:
~cdernlization program. llew railroads were censtructed intc
£Cland and western Russian territcry, increasisy the
country's military mekbilization capakbilities.

The German military viewed these develcpments with
acprerensicorn. Germany's plans to successfully fight a two-
frcnt war by attacking France wizh cverwhelming fcrce firss
anc achleve quick viciory, and then transferring fcrces tc¢
tre egstern frent, wculd peccme cosclete in g few vears.,

Hillgruber, Cerman. and the Tws Weorld Wars, pr. Z12-210

. ‘Kenrian, The Decline c¢f Eismarcu's Eurcpear COrder, pr. 2~
" Kennedy, The Rise cf the Angic-German Bntagenism, 1860-
2914, pp. 430-431.




Consequently, there were those in the General Staff who
advocated war in 1914, before the correlation of forces
could turn against Germany.® Bethman-Hollweg faced these
real and perceived dangers in the fateful summer of 1914.
Ir. the end, he gave Germany's unconditional support to
Austria-Hungary. Perhaps a greater person would have acted
differently. Unfortunately for Germany and Europe, the
ccurse was set for war.®

Bethman-Hollweg's gamble initially appeared to fail and
s.cceed at the same time. Russia declared war on Austria-

Hungary, obliging Germany to declare war on Russia.

Ccrnflict became utnavoidable, and because the chancellcr haa
rnC ccrntrol cver the military, events guickly get cut ¢ his

ds. Decmesticaily, the unifying force of the pending war
seemed tc end the political crisis. Even the Sccial
Demccrats supported the government in the war effort. Mass
enchusiasm for seemed tc make the war werthwhile, as lc¢cng as

1t was quick and successful.

-nillgruber, Germarny and the Twc Werld Wars, pp. 22-iC.

-licte: For more informaticn on the causes c¢f the rirst
Wcrld wWer, refer to: Gerdon A. Craig, Cermany, 1£66-1945. (See
crevicus cizaticn! Endreas Hi_lgruber, German;, ana the TwC
wcr.d Wars, translated by William C. Kirky, Cambridge: Harvard
Cnlversity rress, 19f81l.

George F. Kennan, The Decline cf Bismarc:
Z.rcpearn Order, Franco-Russian Relaticns, .t S-.%9_.. (See
grewv.cus citation)
Paul M. Kennedy, The Rise ¢f the Ang.c-
Germarn Entagonism, 1860-1914, ARtiantic Highlands: The Ashiliexd

Press, .980.
Pauvl M. Kennrnedy, The Rise and Fail cf the

reat Powers. (See previous citaticn!

(D]
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H. THE FIRST WORLD WAR

The German Army's autonomy freom civilian control nearly
wrecked Bismarck's plans in the 186€ war against Austria-
Hungary, and the 1870-~1871 war against France. In bcth
cccasions the military pushed fcr goals which ran contrary
to0 Bismarck's political objectives. In each case Bismarck

eventually prevailed, though not without difficulty.

war is simply the continuation cf politics or policies b
Once war began, the military implemented its
war plans, drawn up in form since Ccunt Schlieffen designea

~hem in 1905.% Rigid and inflexible they did not take intc

ccnsideration pelitical concerns cr cbjectives. The war
pecame a.: or nothing, unlimited in sccpe, completely out c¢f

the civilian politicians' ccntrol.

The industrial changes which affected scciety aiso
transfcrmed war itself. Mass prcducticn, transpcriation and
ccmmunication allowed nearly compliete mokiliczation of &
ceuntry's human and material rescources. Command and centrel
allowec fcr fairly effective deplcyments of armies with
millicns cf trcops. The consequences were encrmous &nd
guite unfcreseen by mcst. Instead ¢f e guic: war cf

- - cewe C T oA " ~ - T " . . -~ 3
raneuver, Wcrld War I, "The CGreezt Wwar," proveld tC ke

m

struggle cf exhaustion.




The war lasted four long years, claiming millions of
lives, and ending three of Eurcpe's greatest imperial
ynasties- Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary. During the
war, the extreme right advocated ambitious war aims for the
ccuntry. With the loss of overseas colonies, Germany looked
tc the east to build a continental Empire, free from the
economic pressure of Britain, America, and France. The

osts ¢f the war in human life and resources fed

O

0
'

ogres

)]

ively more ambitious demands. The inclusion cf

Belgium and areas in occupied France, Poland, the Baltic
states and much of the Ukraine were added to the list. The
virtual military dictatorship of Field Marshal Hindenburg

&4

and Ludendorff supported these aims.

[

~F

By 1918, Cermany's military had cbtained almcst all cof
the war aims, except that the western allies would nct
agree. Russiea, racked with revolution, bowed out ¢f the
war, relinquishing vast areas of the Empire. Freed from th
war in the east, Germany transferred troops to the western
frcont. Ludendorff devised a plan tc separate the French and
British Armies, and force the British frcm the continen:
cefcre the Urited States could make its presence felt c¢cn the
cattliefield. Spectacular success Icilowed the cffensive cf
March cf 191%, with the German army making the greatest
gains in the west since the first mcnths ¢f the war., The

war appeared to be going in German's favor.

“Andreas Hillgruber, Germany and the Twc World Wars, p. 44.
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With news of these late successes of the war, it is

understandable how shocked the general public was when it
learned that the Kaiser had abdicated, a new government had
fcrmed, and a peace treaty was being negotiated. The German
Army did not appear to be beaten on the battlefield, though
it had been at Ludendorff's request that the Government sued
for peace. The army's "stab in the back" myth was born.*
With the end of the war, a new Republic was fcrmed in
Germany. Unfortunately, the pre-war political crisis had
nct been resolved. The war only acted to increase
differences and fracture the older parties. In addition the
t¢c the turmoil caused by defeat in war, the new Weimar
Rerublic inherited the pre-war pclitical confrecataticn., 7Tk
mi_licns ¢f young men, scarred by the horrors of mocdern war,
returning from the battlefields, would ccastitute ancther

divisive force on Germany's political landscape.

““Craig, The Pclitics of the Prussian Army, p. 22.
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III. DEMOCRACY FALLS TO NATIONAL SOCIALISM: 1918-1945

A. THE REPUBLIC IS FOUNDED

The allies' refusal to deal with the Kaiser's government
and the military dictatorship ¢f Ludendorff and Hindenburg
in October 1918, helped strengthen domestic agitation for
pciitical reforms. The conservative elites and many from
the political center hoped to save the monarchial
institution with the creation of a constitutional monarchy
such as Great Britain's. However, an uprising, starting in
the naval ports, quickly spread throughout Germany. The
Kaiser, forced to abdicate, fled to Holland. The Social
Demccrats were willing to compromise with the middle class
par-ies on the idea of a constitutional monarchy, yet the
extreme left elements of the SPD agitated for a socialist
revolution similar to the Bolshevik upheaval in Russia.*

Out of this political chacs emerged a new Social
Democratic government, determined tc work with the old
middle class parties in the formation of a new ccnstitution.

The SPD acted as a moderating force in its desire to return

“Ncte: for more information on the founding cf the Weirmar
Republic, please see;

Detlev J. K. Peukert, The Weimar Republic, translated by
Richard Deveson (New York: HIIl and Wang, I9E87).

Craig, Germany, 18€6-1945.

Rosenberg, The Birth of the German Republic, 1871-1918.
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to "normalcy."® The first postwar election to the
Reichstag was held in 1919. The results did not give any
one party a majority in the Reichstag. Once again, the
formation of coalitions became necessary to pass any
legislation. The Centre, Liberal, and Conservative Parties
banned together to form a ccaliticn against the SPD and mcre
extreme left.

The 1loss of the war, the shock of the Kaiser's
acdication, and the domestic chaos temporarily weakened the

conservative and extreme right forces in Germany. Stripped

O

f colonies and limited to a small navy and army, Germany's
ngticnal pressure groups had few cf their traditional
~atficrms from which to agitate cn. Most members and grcugs
_ezders turned to pclitics. The Welmar Repuklic under
Friedrich Ebert, a moderate Sccial Dermccrat, found itself

dependent on the institutions and structures of the

ot

Expire.’” Real and perceives dJdangers frcm the extreme left,

nctakly the Spartakist uprising in 1919-2C, fcrced the rnew
geverrnment to rely on the Army.?” Ccnsecquently, the Ernmy, a
basticn ¢f conservatism, remained autcnomous. The

Versaiiles Treaty inadvertently heipec the Army maintain Its

ccnservative core by limiting it zc 2CC,CC0C0 men, thu

o in Eiden, ed., Germany and Zurope
ri: )

J
‘Hew Yc Lcngman Publ:sh;ng, 2592

“pPeukert, The Weimar Republic, pp. 17,3C,33,22§.

“*Holbcrn, A History of Modern Germany, pp. 526-531.
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encouraging the preservation of a small but very dedicated
and loyal officer corps.™

The bureaucracy, the education system, and the church
maintained their conservative orientation. The Republic
never managed to purge these institutions, perhaps because
of the internal instability and constant change of power
from one cabinet to the next never allowed for much
centinuity in policy. The end result was that all of the

Institutions which help strengthen and support a government

O
=

remained arch conservative, with most ¢f them yearning £ a
rezurn ¢f the monarchy. -

The founding cf the Republic brought majocr electeral

refcrms. The Prussian three-class voting system was
zoclished, -as were the electoral district laws which had

favcred the sparsely populated rural country. Instead,
parties received proportional representation in the
Reichstag based on the number of vctes wen. Unfcriunately,

this helped foster even greater politic
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because anry new party or particularist crganizeticn cculd
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ikely win a few seats. Thes system still favored the
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established parties, yet it did not attempt tc bulld any

tonds pbetween voters and parliament representatlives.

Members cf the Reichstag still received thelir seats frcm the

‘Craig, The Politics c¢f the Prussian Army, p. 2€7.

-Craig, Germany, 1866-1945, pp. 4.7-425.




party rather than the voters. Consequently, there still
existed a lack of personal responsibility to constituents.
The masses only participated in the political process by
wcting for a certain party. Once the election was over,
trhere were few venues for continued active political
invclvement, except when national referendums were held.
The power structures underwent some major changes. The
ReZchstag became the primary seat of power with the ability
=2 Initiate new legislation. The Chancellor and his cabinet
peczme responsible to the parliament. Constituticnal
chenges had to pass the Reichstag with a two-thirds vote,

“ K
pcoi1tical

Q.

nezrly 1impossikle in the diverse and fracture

scere. The Bundesra+t, now Reichsrat, became a mere
mcuthpiece for state interests. © Seats were filled by the

states' goverrning party. The states maraged to keep a grea:
dezl cf autoncmy until 1930. The most powerful positicn in
Germany was the cffice of the President.

Perhaps with nostalgia for the past, the President's
pcwers were not unlike those of the Kaiser. The Presicdent
appcinted the Chancellcr, commanded the army, and had
specia. emergency powers under Article it of the

crstituticn. Intended tc be a safeguard for prctecting the
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emergency decree through the aprrcvel ¢f the rresident.

In view ¢f the dcomestic unrest cf 19:€-1919, the attermpted

“Irid, p. 419.




communist revolution, ana the revolution in Russia, one can
understand why the authors of the constitution gave
extraordinary power to the President. After all, the
President was elected by the people, and sworn to support
the constitution. Ironically, without the powers of Article
48, the Republic could not likely survive the political
chaos, yet it was Article 48 which allowed the Republic to

be destroyed. *

B. POLITICAL PARTIES
The pclitical parties of postwar Germany reflected the
centinued radicalization of politics, exacerbated by the

¢ss of the war and the ensuing ecconomic and pciitical

(-

chaos. New parties emerged on both extremes. They were
more militant, and they were determined to force change in
their faver. Unwilling to compromise, these fringe parties
only added tc the confusion, and disrupted the already

difficult task of returning stabilicy

V

to Germany. Once It
became obvious that the moderate center parties could not
handle the growing problems, the polarizaticn cf the

pclitical scene between extreme left and right became
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““Berghahn, Modern Germanv, p. 93.
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Independent Socialists Party (USPD).® Further on the left
were the communists who aspiring for a "dictatorship of the
proletariat.”" The Communist Party of Germany (KPD) would
grow from a mere four seats in the 1920 Reichstag to
seventy-seven in 1930 out of a total of 452.°¢ The
pciitical left continued to predcminantly represent the
werring class.

In response to perceived and perhaps real dangers of the
ieft, the radicalization of the right became even greater.
Hitler's National Socialist German Worker's Party (NSDAF),
fcunded in 1920, came to represent the extreme right,

absorbing other radical nationelist parties and

O
(R4
Q2
[\}]

rizations by 1932.° In 192C, the lSDAP was an ckscure

Lt

m

varian fringe group. After the failed BEitler/Ludendcrif
Beer Eall Putsch in Bavaria in 1923, EHitler set about *tc¢
build the Party into a mass organicaticn. The results were

impressive. In 1928 the NSDAP only gzined twelve seats in

O

Vo
Unaln

the Reichstag, but by 1930, the Na:zis claimed an ast

\Q

107 seats. ¥ The 1932 elections further increased the

t

‘Craig, Germany, p. 433.

"Ibid, p. 452.

ne German Naticnal Pecpie's Far:c: g 2
ny mempers Joining the NSIAF, Bergnahn, Mcdern Cermarny,
27. for mcre iInformation cn the DIVP see; Lewls

, DNVP, Right-Wing Oppositiocn in the Weimar Repuklic,
24, (Lincoln: Univers:ity of Nebraska Press, 1963).

“*Berghahn, Modern Germany, p. 112.
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strength of the NSDAP with a jump to 230 seats in the
Reichstag, almost one half of the total.*®

Support for the Nazi party came primarily from the
middle class.®* Though the party claimed to be a "Workers
Party,"” support from the working class remained minor.

Those who avidly joined the national pressure groups in pre-
war years, now flocked to the banner of the Nazis. In that
sense, the NSDAP reflected the trend established in the
1€90's: a class conscious, status oriented middle class felt
threatened by the prospects of a wecrkers revolution. The
growing industrialization of the German economy, eccncmic
disaster and hyper-inflation in 1923, and the collapse cf
tnhe world economy beginning in 1929, compounded the
sizuation.

The small farmers, shopkeepers, craftsmen, and artisans
of Germany saw their survival being threatened by the forces
cf change, and not surprisingly fell victim to the
propaganda and promises of Hitler's party. As John Breullly
states:

It was not specifically Nazi comporents of his (Hitler's;
(arnti-semitism, race-centered naticnalism. *the drive Ig

s
1iving space in the east) which appealed so much as the be_lef
that he and his party had & better chance than most S &t

1 5 5 3 N — - < -~ - -
lezst deserved ana opportunity; of cCreating & sStreng

*Craig, Germany, p. 56C.

*:Hans Speier, German White Ccllar Workers and the Rise cZ
Hitler, (New Haven: Yale University Press, i9t6), pp. x111,2,609-

! .
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government which would tackle the problems besetting Germany.*®
When it became obvious to the more moderate conservative
right that Hitler's party was the dominant political force
besides the SPD and the KPD, they attempted to co-opt
Hitler, only to be co-opted themseives. The industrial
elites waited until the end, but preferred Hitler's right-
wing politics to the social reforms of the left.

The traditional political parties became weaker after
each major crisis which confronted the state. Initially, in
1919, the pclitical scene superficially looked very similar
tc the cne before the war, with the exception ¢f name
chaznges and minor spiintering. By 1930 however, the
mcderate parties were all very weakened, especially the
prcgressive and liberal parties of the Germarn Demccratic
rarty (DCP) and the German Peoples Party (CVP), formeriy the
National Liberals. The conservative German Naticnal
Pecrle's Party (DNVP) and the Conservative People's Party

vffered also, as did the Centre and Bavarian Pecple's Party
(BVP) .

The combined percentage of voters Zor all of these

parties in 1930 was cnliy 40.8%, far frem a majerity. The

-

Sccial Demeocrats remained the largest party with Z4.6€% cf

J

the votes. The Na:cti Party was nct far kehind with 1£5.2%.

th

The ceomrmunists held 13.1% ¢

- ~, . - . !
+he vcte. Twe years later the

situation became impossikle for the vocices cf moderation.

*-John Breuilly, ed., The State c¢f Germany, p. 16.
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At that time the combined vote for the above mentioned
coalition parties plummeted to 25.7%, while those cast for

the NSDAP doubled to 37.3%.%

C. FORCES OF RADICALIZATION
Numerous factors contrikuted tc the political

racdicalization of Germany during the twenties and early
thirties. Ornly three majcr ones are explored here. First,
it has already been mentioned that the social changes
resulting from industriaiization left wvast segments cf the
pcpuiation disorientated or disenchanted with their
wcrsening pciitical and social situaticon. Seccend, the
experience c¢f the First World War and the impositiorn ¢f the
humiliating Versailles Treaty, ccmiined tc give the
of the right political ammunition in their campaign tc find
scapegoats fcr Germany's ills. The eccncmic crises of 19232
nd 1329 contributed greatly tc the radicalizaticn cf German
politics. The hyper-inflation of 19
businessmen, artisans, craftsmen, small farmers, and family
savings. Gorden Craig has descriked this rrocess as

follows:

Tne failure cf the first German exnperiment with repukllican
Jovernmernt was forecrdained wher the cre commogdizy =rnzat rCre
<“har any cther seemed to cive pecrle a means ¢ za*: ;
assessment of thelr situat: lcst its e o do s
-cnager, for miiliorns of & —rans, nat ung clere;
bewlldering event {inflaticr. I 'z, hopelessly comgro
faith in representative goverrnment and enccuraged tre g

““‘Berghahn, Modern Germany, p. 1.3.
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of messianism and utopianism. The beneficiary of that
transformation of values was Adclf Hitler.™

The Republic managed to overcome the crisis of 1923, yet the
political radicalization cf the left and right was already
nearly complete. When the wecrid's eccnomy failed irn 1929,
these extreme forces were ready to take advantage of the
situaticn.

Far from healing the wcunds caused by the First Worl

[0X

War, the Versailles Treaty cpened new cnes and condemned
Eurcre and *he werld to the prospects cf future ceonflict.
wher re German government first reguested an armistice,
celieved that the negotiatiocns would be gcverned by hmerican
Fresiaent Wilscn's magnanimous "Fourteen Pcints." Insteac
tre a.lles fcrced a unccnditicnal ZIktar upon the Germans.
The french were eager tc strip Germany cf any capacisy
t¢ threaten France again. German, 1cst ARlsace-Lcrraine ba
tC France, parts cf its eastern territcry te FPclang, and

mincr territorial sections ¢ Denmary and Belgium.

Cermany's armed fcrces were sericus.y, _imiteq, maning
German, cne ¢f the weakest millitar, pcwers Iin Eurcpe. The
cnce rrcud Hign Sea fleet was scutzled Germany ccu.d ni:T
£.l.C sukrmarines cr warships grezter trnern C,lC00 tcns.
~imitea ¢ 100,000 mern, the German rrmy was fcripidcen frcrx
pullding tanks Yer cocula the Germans fcrm an alr Ifgcrce.
F.. cf Germany's cverseas cclcrnlies were taken, &s was the




bulk of its merchant fleet.’® BAs if these measures were not
serious enough, the allies forced Germany to accept sole
piame for the war and to agree tc full compensation for
damages and allied expenses in the war. Of course, had the
Germans won the war, their terms would have been as harsh or
narsher. The German Brest-Litovsk Treaty with Russia in
19.7-18, stripped vast territory from the former Empire.

Tc the average German however, the Versailles Treaty was
gbsurc ang humiliating. Believing the propaganda cf the
war, the Germans saw themselves as the victims of Russiarn
anc rrench aggression. The army maintained it was not
gefeated on the battiefield, but &y the lcss c¢f suppcrt cn
. Thus the famous "s=tzk in the back," k- the
‘cvember crimineals," became the pcliticel slcgan cf <he far

rignt and nationalist conserwvatives.:®

recermmendaticns for the total bill.: Germany had cniy 2.4
4

cilllcn gcld marks in its reserves. Thne Reparaticns

th
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irally recommended that Germany pa,y & total

5:,1_. . . - . - ~
Figen, Germany anc Eurcpe, -5
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132 billion gold marks.® Germany eventually managed to
avoid this, but not without destroying its financial
solvency and tolerating the French and Belgian occupation of
the Saar industrial region.®’

Germany's financial management of the war had been ill-
conceived. Direct taxes on the wealthy and business profits
were avoided in favor of reliance on war bonds and loans.
With the loss of overseas trading, the merchant fleet, the
impcsition of enormous reparations payments, and, when the
gcvernment defaulted, allied occupation of Germany's
industrial heartland, Germany experienced hyper-inflation of
unimaginable proporticns. In July 1914, 4.2 marks egualiled

crne United States dellar. Five years later the ratic was

-
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st nine marks tc the dollar. By Ncvember 1823 the

figures were meaningless, 4.2 trillion marks toc the

. a3

a
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millions of Germans remained financially bankrupt and
psycheclogically scarred, resenting these who managed to make
fcrtunes through specutiating, and the pcliticians whe
seemingly allowed it to happen. When the American stcch
marret crashead in Octcber 1829, the impac: was felt

wcridwide. In German; unemp.cyment
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in 1928, nearly 1.4 million, to 8.5 percent, 1.9 million, in
2929. The trend continued to worsen through 1930 and 1931
urntil it reached a staggering thirty percent unemployed, 5.6
million, in 1932.° It is likely that the memories of 1923
were still fresh in the minds ¢f many. The massive
unempleyment of workers and middle class led to an increase
in political violence from the left and the right. Hitler's
v had been preparing for an opportunity such as this
since 19Z2. The economic crisis which began in 1929 gave
zical ammunition to the Nazi Party, alilowing it to play
cn millions cf people's fears, anxieties, anger, and

ceararcia, reinfecrced by the memories cof 1923. The pelitical

war. Out of this chaos, Hitler wculd emerce as self-

grcciaimed savior.

D. THE NAZI RISE TO POWER
Civen Germany's historical and pclitical develcpments,

ccuplea with the social and economic changes of the period,
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1y not surprising that scme form cf right-wing

SCL? represented Ccnly Cne var.atlon ¢
.

: Tl man o T lmaed 3 R ~e o
Thls pcelitllas. ragclcazlzZation. Lhe [ey gllierernle wes

Hitler. Hitler's beliefs, gcals, asriraticns, and hates

“-Berghahn, Modern Germany, p. 284.
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became intertwined with the party. Hitler declared that he
was neither left nor right, but the most extreme embodiment
cf both. National Socialism embraced the radical concepts
of Marxist\Leninism and the Pan-Germans. It is debatable
whether the NSDAP would have ever left its humble beginnings
in Munich without Hitler. With Hitler, an unimportant
fringe movement became a mass party, used to gain complete
cornTrcl cover the German nation.

Yet, Hitler did not invent National Socialism. Karl
n Bracher had stated:

The German Workers' Party (Deutsche Arbeliter Partei, cr DAP),
which Hitler encountered in Munich in 1919, was certainly
nothing new. Though its formatiocn and growth were closely
scrrnected with the recent military defeat, and the
revclutionary climate of 1818-19, it CCu¢d not have ccme irnt

peing except for the intellectual, social, and political
growth of Austro-German voelkIsch nationalism. It was one cf
The numerous sectarian "anti" movements- anti-Semitic, anti
western, anti-Slav- that accompanied Germany ¢n the road Lo
The fwent;e*k century.’

The thecretical framework of Nationel Socialism was written

£y Rudcf Jung, a railroad engineer who jcined the DAP in
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. icnal Socialism, Its develcpment and I:ts Goals,

[

Jung hoped wculd be as impcrtant fcr National Socialism as

| VPO | - - K 7 PR B4 -~ i<
Mar=z's Das Kapital was for scciallism. AZccrding e
Bracher:
- - £ d -1 ~a & damrars ~very Creo oAcat v - ~£
LTS8 pCcIini OX 5¢ cUre was & i1allel.” CVver Tre gegsrulTicl [
Germar culture by fcreilgn influences: mcdaerr CivIi.1iz3TliCl
- " < - B - 3 S - -~ - - - " b -
ard "mammor.isx wage _abor and firznse cagital, liberal
demccracy &and Marxism. Behind this process, Jung saw the
: - . IS A v lipme D om
fcrces of internaticna. Jewry seekinZ WCr.0 ACTINLETIIr,

““Karl Cietrich Bracher, The German Dictat rsh;p, transiated
tr Jean Steinberg (New Ycrk: Praeger rupilshe 2970, p. 50.
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forces which dominated capitalism and liberal democracy as
well as Marxian socialism.”

The ground work was laid fcr liational Socialism well before
Hitler became interested in pclitics. When Hitler did seize
on National Socialism, however, he molded it to fit his
needs and aspirations.

Hitler, born in April 20, 1€£9 tc lower middle class
Austrian parents, was an unlikely candidate for supreme
leader of all the Germans.® An aspiring artist, Hitle:
never made it into art school, which lead to dejectiocn and
frustration. In 1913, Hitler mcved tc Munich. It was in
Munich where Hitler experienced the mass elation in August

1914 at the call to arms to defend the Reich against t

=)

e
Russiarn and French aggressors.

The war experiences transfcrmed Hitler. The near
constant danger c¢f front line ccmbat fcrmed strong bonds cof
camaraderie between men, regardless cf social standing. The
war brcught out the best and worst in people. Serving with
distinction, Eitler received the Ircn  .¢ss (Znd class. for
pbravery, rare for a ccrpcral. Reccvering in a hespital

after a gas attack, Hitler learned c¢f Germany's surrende

[

He later described it in his bock, Melin RKampf, as cne the

“Ibid, p. 55.
*1bid, p. 58.
*Ipid, p. 66.




bilackest days of his life, and attributed it to his decision
to enter politics and right the injustice done to Germany.
The roots of Hitler's anti-semitism have been attributed
tc his youthful days in Vienrna, the cosmopolitan capital of
the Hapsburg Empire. Virulent anti-semitism existed
thrcughout Europe. Persecuticn of the Jews was ancient.
Hitler did not have to look hard in the Vienna of the fin-
de-siecle, to find all sorts cf radical and bizarre ideas

2z

accut Jews.”™ The tragedy was that Eitler took his anti-
semitism tc its extreme, making it state policy. The fact

th
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t Hitler cordered and approved the "Final Sclution,”

dermcnstrates that Hitler was nct simply using
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pclitical weapon. Racism and anti-semitism represen
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integral part of Hitler's peolitical agenda after he gaired

In a ccid, brutal logic, Hitler devised & scluticn to

=
m
o3
l(<
3
[\
ct
’_J
O
o
v
'~J
b
0]
ot
w
[A))
Lo
(o]
€3
m
(03

anc the growing United States, anc the extermination oI

.- — ; -
T 3.% war aims of the Pan-Gernmans and Fatherland rarzT,
£ - - - - = £ - = =~

fourd their way Into Eitler's foreign pollicy. Bent oo
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Icid, p. 57.
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achieving his continental empire, Hitler would plunge the
world into the Second World War.

In order to restructure the European continent in his
fashion, Hitler had to first obtain power in Germany.

Initially, Hitler envisioned gaining the support of the

N
-
-~

<
b

O

! ng class. Uniting the strong German workers into a
nationally invigorated community was Hitler's dream. He
pelieved the middle class to be weak, cowardly, and
materialistic. For him, the elite fell into two categcries.
Thcse who obtained their positicn in society through birzh,
Eitler held in contempt, whereas those who worked their way
v tc the top through hard work, determination and
intelligence, Hitler respected. The liatter fit iIntc his
ideas c¢f survival cf the fittest.

Zitler's Nazi ideology cannot be seen as simply radical
right-wing. Hitler took ideas from zl. parts of the
ciitical spectrum. Netional Socialism consisted of
pbuilding a new classless society in which success was cpen
to anyone who could perfecrm. A unicue blend cf capitalism

with gcvernment planning would ensure that a.l were treated

airly, and that the best and the brightest could excel.

e.igicn was to be supplanted by Nazi ideclogy, which wcould

nct tclerate degenerate art, literature, cr behavicr.

wn

oci

[N

ety was to be reborn cn the pure and nok.e German
cultural past, instead of the twisted liberal ideas of the

West. The nation and the community wculd come first. In
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this new society, the small farmers were to be respected and
elevated in status for their historical bonds to the sacred
German soil.

Ironically, Hitler realized that he needed to appeal to

the status conscious and "morally weak" middle class in

Hh

crder to obtain his dreams. The support he had hoped

H
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frem the working class never materialized. After the
eiections, Hitler purposefully began to tone down his anti-
semitism and expansionistic rhetcric. Instead, he tried to
appeal to people's frustrations and fears over the economic
crisis which began in 1929. Promising to rebuild Germany,
cut pecple back to work, and restore Germany's pride and

or
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stige, Hitler touched the right chords.

[

he 1930 elections made the Nazi Par<ty the second

ts

gest in the Reichstag. Two years later, it was the

[
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gest party in Germany. This was a majcr achievement,
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1siaering the sectionalism of Germar pclitics. Even sc,

O

sinty percent of the German voters did nct suppcrt Hitler at
the height of his political success. 0Of the social classes,
zS percent cf all blue collar workers voted for the NSDAP,
as aid 29 percent ¢f the wnhite col.iar wecrrers. Self-
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.cyed voters gave the greatest suppcrt, with 47 percent

3

r

«t
3
W2

th

ccin cr the Nazis. nls supports the cbservation thaz
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the industrial age placed great social and eccnomic strains

on the once prosperous and respected craftsmen and artisans.
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The crises of 1923 and 1929 only worsened their plight,
ruining many small businessmen and self-employed.

Hitler viewed the world and life in a rigid and
unalterable way. A political genius who could work masses
cf people into hysteria with his oratorical skills, Hitler
also possessed an uncanny ability to sense people's fears,
anxzieties, and hopes. Charismatic and intelligent, Hitler

surrounded himself with loyal and dedicated people.

bt

Talented organizers and technicians helped Hitler create a
mass party utilizing state of the art media to reach out and
infliuence people. Massive party rallies awed those who
attended with pageantry, discipline and special wvisual
eZfects. Circumstances gave Hitler the oppcrtunity tc rise

TC power, but it was Hitler's ruthless political genius and

ing which made it achievable.

E. END OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

The story of Hitler's rise to power does not end with
his electoral success in 1932. Though the Nazi party
cerntrciied the most seats, it did nect have a clear mandate
un the country. Two-thirds ¢f the Reichstag was
reguired to make any constitutional changes. A cembinaticn
cf several factors ailowed Hitlier tc gain power. A.ready,
the ccnservative and mcderate parties were ru.ing wiThout 2
Reichstag majority through the emergency powers cf the

President. Hoping tc tie Hitler to their needs and gain his
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large base of support to combat the left, the conservatives
underestimated Hitler's intelligence. Hitler realized this
and capitalized on it. Hitler stated in 1932:

'The power is there, ' they are saying. 'How would it be if we
harnessed ourselves behind it.' They are gradually realizing
that we National Socialists are a movement to be reckoned
with, that I am a born tub-thumper, whom they can make gocd
use of. Why should this brilliant movement, they think, with
its drummer-boy, not also have briiliant field-marshalls
This drummer-boy is the only one who can drum up support; they
themselves are the only ones capable of government. They all
have 'ven' in front of their names, the best proof cf their
capabilities.”

Believing they could control Hitler with the backing c¢f the
aging President Hindenburg, the elites gave Hitler his price
for entering into a coalition government, the
Chancellcorship. Within fifteen months, Hitler consclicated
ris position. The death of Hindenburg in 1934, gave Eitler
the chance tc combine the cffices cf President and
Chancellcr intc one, thus becoming the Fuehrer (leader) cf
the German people.

The Weimar Republic was nct destined to fall. To say
that democracy failed because there were nct encugn
democrats 1s too simplistic. Fcr fcurteen years the
Republic struggled to cvercome encrmcus preobiems, which
Cther Western naticns faced with great aifficulczy.
Germany's pcliitical transfcrmaticn must be seern In the

centext c¢f the pericd. The Unitez Stztes and CGreat Eritaln,

d., The Nazi Elite,

Ronald Smelser, and Rainer Zitelmann, e
translated by Mary Fischer (Washington Square: New York
University Press, 1989, 1993(trans;,, gp. 120.

5€




two long established democracies which had legitimacy and
trust of the people, were alsc forced to intervene into
people's lives on an unprecedented scale. The three-way
struggle between the workers, the conservative elites, and
the middle class, accentuated by industrialization,
demographic change and the power c¢f ideas made available

thrcugh mass media, all worked to make Germany's political

pe

situation extremely volatilie.

The First World War had only temporarily eased these
tensicns. Before the war was over, the struggle began
again, soon to be aggravated by the additional burdens cf a

.cst war, the Versailles Treaty, encrmcus reparations, the

-¢css ¢of terr ry, and humiliation. The new Germar Republiic
faced these challenges against the background c¢f secticnal,

J

ccrnfessicnal, and class differences. The structural
weakness of the political system, plus the entrenchmen: cf
the cld order in the bureaucracy, army, judicial system,
educaticn, and church, alil wcrked tc undermine the

iegitimacy cf the Republic and its akbility tc overcome

periods cf acute crises, such as the hyper-inflation ¢f

=323, and the Great Depression beginning in 1329. In the
ernd it was the conservatives whe handed Hitler the reigns cf
pcwer, believing they cculd cerntrcl nim and regain thelr

iCst power.




F. THE THIRD REICH AND THE SECOND WAR

Although Hitler's "New Order" called for a classless
soclety based on racial Germar vazlues in a "national
community," the old elites managed to cling to some of their
power and status in the Thirc Reich. Industrial elites
benefited during the early years cf Hitler's rule. With
unions abolished, labor agitaticn was redirected into Na:ci
centrclled crganizations which werked with industry.
Rearmament and early congquests stimulated producticn and
gave access to raw materials, yielding great profits.

The cld conservative cfficer corps retained much of its

O

cntrci cver the army, and gave its suppcrt toc Hitler at zhe

bt

O

e of the elimination of the Storm Troopers' (SA;

(.

T

_eadership, especially, Ernst Rcehm in 1934. Hitler later

tiec the army to himself with a pledge c¢f lcyalty, sworn crn

-

their honcr. Many levels of the state bureaucracy, frox
administrators to educators, rermained in their pcsitions
after the Na:zi seizure ¢f power. Only theose whe did nct
give allegiance tc Hitler, cenfcrm zc Nazi policies, ¢r who

were "racially unfit", were forced ¢ leave. Therefore,

3

nany ¢f the cld conservative elltes and their suppcrters

remazined In positions ¢f power anc influence.
v £ " -.." - b " £ A A - - - <4 - o =
riter the "July Plot" ¢f 1944 <o zsszssinzte Hitler,
£ - " N 1 h N ” oy -2 R - Y oa £ - P -~ -
Zai.eZ, he _amentec We have _lzuigcatel the Zefc wing clzss
[ ’ 4 o’

warricrs, but unfcrtunately in sc doing we fcrgot to strike

out tc the right as well. That I1s cur greatest sin of
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omission."® Consequently, instead of a true totalitarian
regime with a monolithic party at the controls, Germany
resembled a feudal kingdom with varicus lords struggling to
reep or expand their power at each other's expense. Yet,
a_l owed allegiance and power to Hitler.

Inefficiency, overlapping jurisdiction and internal

]

ivalries make Germany's war effort seem amazing. Hitler

premeted this form ¢f governing, for it pitted extremely

)

mLitious peopie against each other and kept them separated,
a._ looking to Hitler for favor and arbitration. Otherwise,
Zitler feared they would connive against him and his
ccsition. This led to a contradicticrn in Na:zi scocilal pelicy
S reallity. Hitler's social anc cultural revoliuticn was
rever completed. The demands ¢f the war fcrced Hitler to
re.y cn old institutions and power elites. The result cf

tnis complex system of governing was the eventual tacklash

cf puclic opinien. The Nazi Party and ruling Nazi elites
were increasingly viewed with contempt and disgust
Cupiicity and petty bickering between thosc in pcower made &
mcckery ¢f the system. Subseguently, suppcrt for liacisnm
tegan tc wane by 1943, especially after the news cf defea:
at Stalingrad.®

“Ibid, p. 127.

““Ian Kershaw, The Hit_er M th, ‘liew York: Oxford University

Press, 1987}, pp. i8&-i95.
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Nevertheless, Hitler's popularity managed to survive
until the final months of the war. The average German
pelieved that Hitler was not to blame for many of the war's
r sfortunes; the petty party officials and bureaucrats were
the problem. The German defeat at Stalingrad in the winter

cf 1942-43, forced many people to realize that perhaps the

-

war could nct be won.-*- Stilil, people could nct imagine

crhzt Germany would be conquered. Faith in Hitler remained

higrn. His past successes conditioned the German pecple o

te’leve that he was a genius and woulid somehow save Germany.
Tre final years of the war hardened people's attitudes

crec

(]
[

wards the Nazi Party. The state frantically emp

crorzganda, intimidatlion and coercicn to maintain the war

th

elfcrt. Many Ifront-line scldiers fought con out c¢f fear that

tne state wculd punish their families if they deserted or
surrencered. The Allied bombing effcrt and the collapsing
bcorders made state contrcl over the masses difficult in the

final vear of the war. The last ditch efforts cf the Party

crcpaganda ¢ wonder weapons only left pecpie more skeptical

and disenchanted. There were still those who fought

£ - @ mm T T .. - < - = < ¥ PN - < Y -
farezticailiy either fcr Hitler cr for the defense cf their
nomelznd, bkut the maority simply wanted an end tC the war

ev J. K. Peukert, Inside Naci Germany, (New Haven:
s s




Hitler's rise to power and the ensuing horrors of the

Second World War, which no German could escape, marked a

()

limax in the three way struggle between the growing number
of blue collar workers, the midcle cliass, and the old
censervative elites. The majcrity of the middle class
supported Hitler's party, yet it was the conservatives whc
handed Hitler the reigns of power. In this act they becane
accemplices to the Nazi crimes against humanity, destroving
thelr cchesion as a group and conseguently their power.

Trhe devastation ¢f the war in Europe is unimaginable

tcday. By 1945, all major German cities were mere shadcws

darmaged cr destroved. The ccnguering Sovie:t Army scughz

- - - B N T 2 -~
and devastation Germans hacd wrcught cn Russians Uniire the
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actions during the war. The horrors of the concentration
camps, the systematic murder of millions, and the true
nature of Hitler's war of aggression came out for all to
see.

Millions of Germans were forced from their homes in
territory ceded to Poland and Russia. Lack of shelter,
ccd, and other basic necessities, led to wide spread
Glsezse and death. Germany's eccnomy was completely
destroyed by the war. The black market became the only wavy

TC sustain cneself. Gorden Craig aptly summarizes Germany's

Aac.f Hitler was rothing if not thercough... Because his wers
¢f demclition was so complete, he left the Germar pecrle
rctnirg that could be repaired cr kuil% uporn. They had ¢
cecin all over agair, a hard task perhaps, but & challengirg
crne, n the facing cf which they were not entirely bereft c¢f
Juidarnce. For Hitler had not only restored to zthen the
crticns that they had had a century earlier but head also
pegueathed tc them the memory c¢f horrcr tc help them with
“heir checice.

vt cf this chacs two different Germani's weu
Zcth trcre with the past, determined :tc overccme the
terrible ccnseguences of the Th

~3 - ' s . .- £ - led e \- -~
_he Rl.Zes ciicy cf kreaning ur the

I these elites. The loss ¢f Germany's ezstern terrizcries
Jestrciyed the cld conserwative power case Cefeztec anz
Sisnhcrcred, the German Army nc longer existed 25 & power in
tre state. FAbclished by the victcrious powers, 1t reemerzed

~*Craig, Germany, p. 764.
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in a new form, restructured and redesigned tc uphold
democracy in West Germany and Western Europe. The judicial
and education system would take longer to transform, but the
majcr obstacles to political reform in the past had been
removed by the events of the Nazi rule, the war, and defeat.
The task of rebuilding the ccuntry, coupled with mass
migrations of people, helped break down particularist
ailfferences.

Nationalism and racism in any form were discredited by
the Hcolocaust and Hitler's war. Life under the Naczi regime
alsc helped in building common bonds. The division of
Germany remcved differences from the pclitical scene. Tre
c.2 rolitical parties of the past learned valuable lesscns
frcm the Weimar and Nazi experiences. In the western half
cf Cermany, the second attempt at demccracy was thus made cr
very different foundations than that c¢f the Weimar Republic.

Cnfcrtunately for the east Germans, they had nc chcoice inm

N
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V. GERMANY DIVIDED: 1945-1990

Until 1949, Germany remained occupied and without
scvereignty or a national government. Reconstruction had
begun, yet the scars of the war, bcth physical and mental,
still pre~-dominated. The "Grand Alliance" between the
Western powers and the Scoviet Union broke apart shortly
aiter Germany's defeat. A new rivalry for influence and
dcminance in Europe began, pitting the two halves cof German:y
against each other. A divided Germany became the center cf

tnis new Super Power antagonism. Both Germanies became

Hh

ticcs. EAny uare war in

mcoel aliies for thelr respectiv

1]

t

Elrope woulid lead tc German fighting German and result in
tne gestructicn of both halves of Germany. Fortunately, &
shccting war never came and Germany was spared frem becoming
the battlegrcund for Europe.

German peclitics in East and Wes:t Germany after 194%
developed in the shadows of the ideclcgical struggle between
the United States and the Sovie:t Unicn c¢n the one hand, and

trhe mcral burden of the Seccnd Werls War on the cther. The

Germany rcst centrol of i:ts destiny after Werla War L.
Within a few years of the war's end, :twe independent states

develcped in Germany, and fcr 45 vears the fate of both was
y )




decided by the victors of Second World War. It took the end
of the Cold War and the agreement between the Soviet Union,
the United States, Great Britain and France to reunite
Germany.

The historical path which led to Hitler's Third Reich
arnd Germany's defeat and occupation has been charted. In
crder to understand the problems confronting the reunited
Germany today, it is necessary to explore the political
eccromic, and social developments after the Second Wcerla

War. Though the West German Republic came to symboli:ze

n

tability, there were times when people asked, "is Bonn
Wweimar?" Questions cf democratic stability and viability in
Sermany tcday can only be answered by gaining an

accreciation of how Germany has dealt with these prcblems In
the past. The focus here will be on West Germany, since its

pclitical institutions emerged triumphant in reunification.

14

icwever, understanding the challenges cf assimilating

-

sixzteen millicn former communists into a democracy reguires

& Look at East German developments &isc.

A. A NEW REPUBLIC IN THE WEST
Founded in 1949, the Federal Repuklic of Germany

N

ccmbined the tnree Zones cf Western RlLlied Occupati
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Germany coculd be reunited, West Germany's Basic Law

[Constitution) reflected the commitment to rebuilding the
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German nation state. Article 146 specifically addresses the
reunification of Germany. - At the time, few could imagine
that Germany would remain dividecd for 45 years. In
centrast, those 45 years ccnditioned most in the east and
west to accepting the division c¢f Germany; though many
remained hopeful that reunification would eventually happen,
few imagined its occurrence in their lifetime.

The Basic Law of 1949 wa a "temporary"” constitution,
vet, over time, it has come to symbclize stability,
strength, and freedom. With & turbulent and bloody past, it

s nc wonder that most Germans view the Basic Law as sacred

J'

and the strongest pillar of democracy; few think cf changin

it, evern after unification. The reascrn for such devetion is

Q)

>

tne fact that the Basic Law has given Germans in the Wes:t
pclitical stability unparaileled since the fcocunding cf the
German Empire in 1871.

Having the benefit of recent histcry, the drafters cf
the Basic law scught to cvercome the weakness cf the Weirmar
Constituzion. Unlike the Weimar Constizution, the Basic law
nas mecranisms which protec:t it from anti-demccratic forces.

A party found to be committed tc the adestruction cf

~ v a v \] - Sl S o~ h - - - . - -
Cermccracy can be banned. Since pclitical parties must gain
= N - [ =g - £ 5 - o S - 3 -— .
&t least five percent cf the vecte in crder T¢ be regresenzed
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“Gert-Joachim Glaessner, The Unificati
GermanV, translated by Ceclin B. Grant (Lcndon:
imlteq, 1992), p. 2.
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Weimar political scene has been avoided. Maintaining some
cf the traditions of German parliamentary politics, some
structures of the past were kept. Changes were made,
however. 1Instead of parties simply filling all of their
allotted seats in parliament according to rank in party and
number ¢f seats gained as a propcrticn of votes, one-half of
the seats would now be filled by candidates who wen directlry
in an election. With voters identifying with an individuel
t¢ represent them, instead of simply a party, a sense cf
responsibility to the electorate develops.

Thecugh the office of the President remained, its power
was seriously limited. His control cver the armed forces

emergency powers were stripped, leaving the him a

[\}}
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figure-nead cf state. The Reichstag became the Bund

M
w
ot
o)
Q

ity party or coalition cf parties fcrxming the

witn the ma3l

O
A

gcvernment centered around the Chancellcr's office. Efter
electicns the President and party leaders chocse a candicdate
fcr Chancellor. 1If one-half of the Bundestag aprrcves this

decisiocn, then the President appcints the candidate

(@]
O
th

nancellcr. If the candidate fails tc¢ receive 5 percent
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ne vecte within fourteen days, & seccnd candidate must be
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confidence"” must be immediately fcllowed by a vote on a
successor. %

The Bundesrat (upper House) remained intact.
Representing the interests of the Laender (states), its
seats are filled by appointed delegates from each state.
The number of seats each state gets depends on size and
population. .onstitutional amendments and any legislation
which affects the states must be approved by the Bundesrat.
The Bundesrat may oppose other legisiation, however, the

Bundestag can cverride it with a majority vote. If the

o

undesrat 1s controlled by the cpposite party legislation

an be difficult, but the Bundestag can overccme this with

-

)

ncugh votes. Any seriocus pclitical deadlock wcula result

=

M

in the FPresident dissolving pariiament and calling £cr new
e.ections.

Fcunded on solid structures, West German democracy still
had tc cvercome many other cbstacles. Rebuilding the
eccrnomy and cities, sheltering millicns of refugees frcm all
cver Europe, Nazl war crimes, de-nazificaticn, the physical

divisicn c¢f Germany, and military cccupation, were all mélor

rck_ems tc contend with. A% the same +time, the divisicn c¢f
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discredited extreme naticrna.ism and racism, and the
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establishment of a communist government in eastern Germany
discredited communism for most West Germans, especially the
brutal repression of the June 1953 revolt. Consequently,

the extreme pclitical elements were not as important in the

beginning when democracy was most vulnerable.

B. POLITICAL PARTIES

The first free elections since 1932 in West Germany were
neld in 1949. The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) under
Xcnrad Adenauer barely won a majority.- Under Adenauer's
strong leadership West Germany gquickly. cvercame the physicas
destruction cf the war. His perscnal expesiences ¢I the
Weimar vears as Mayor of Cologne, and his differences with

~re lazi rejime made him an excellent chcice fcr brinmging
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ermany back into the community of naticns. He witnessed
the nature of Weimar's fractured po.itical scene, anc he did

nct se.l cut to the Naczis. West Germany owed him & great
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hard work and perseverance.

The CDU eventually became the successcr tc the Centre
rarty. Strong Cathclic ties stil: existed, hcwever, trhe CIZU

tecame a mass party, drawing support from all Christian

gencminations, and all parts cf Cermany. PregcomInant..
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success in gaining recognition from the West, alliances with
the United States and NATO, and the economic recovery
engineered by his economic minister, Ludwig Erhard, all made
him extremely popular. The CCU capitalized on this until
the party lost its majority to the resurgent Social
DCemccratic Party (SPD) in 1969.

At age €7, Adenauer succumbed to party pressure to step
down in 1963.-°° Adenauer's success had been the party's
success. Once Adenauer was gone, the party found itsel
.&cking strong leadership. Nonetheless, the CDU\CSU

‘Christian Social Union of Bavaria) managed to maintain

(4]

ccnsistent lead over the SPD in all

0]

_ections except 187C.

_ne Qecisive factor was the Free Democrati
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n turned away from the CDU and sided with the SPZ. From

%65 until 19€3, the SPD\FDP coaliticn led West Germany.
Then the FTDP returned to the CDUNCSU in & coalition which

has lasted tc the present.

The 15 vears of CDUNCSU rule were crucial fcr West
GCermany as it gave the ccuntry time tc heal the scars of the
war. The eccnemic recovery heliped kbulld pelitical

stacllity. From the 17 parties which ran

3urndestag elections c¢f 1949, 1< gairec seats. By 13%¢l, cnlv

“’Bark and Gress, A Eistcry cf West Germany, Vo. II, pp.




CDY, the CSU, the FDP, and the SPD.-"? Though other parties
have emerged since, some actually winning a few seats in the
Bundestag, few have demonstrated any staying power. The
Greens, an environmentalist party, and four extreme right-
wing parties are detailed later.

The smocth transition of power between the two major
parties, the CDU and the SPD, 1969, and 1983, proved the
viability cf West German democracy. The German voters had a
chocice between two strong and capable parties with differing
ye:t moderate views. The competiticn between these two

parties was healthy and necessary for democracy te adapt to

“ne cldest peclitical party in Germany, the SPD,
inderwent a major transformaticn during the early years cf
the West German Republic. A party c¢f cppcsition, it drew
mcst suppert from the werking class With an agenda fcr a
"planned economy, " and greater sccia.iczation, the middle

class and business interests remezined cpposed

.
~he SFPL,

ct

The huge successes of the CDU in the early vears fcrced the

SPC leadership to rethink their pclitical strategy. The
"pianned economy" was dropped from the platfcrm in faver c¢f
a "sccilal market economy" in line with the CDU. The mcre

extrere elements cf the carcy

“*David P. Ccnradt, Unified Germany at <he Polls: Political
rties and the 1990 Feoera; E.ecticr, German Issues 9, Amer.can
.stitute for Centemporary German Studies, 1992, p. 2.




ieadership which envisioned social change for the working
class through small incremental victories.

The "Grand Coalition" between the CDU and the SPD from
Z9€5 to 1969 helped change the image of the SPD. Instead of
a radical party of revolution and socialism, the SPD became
a Tass party, working for all Germans on important issues.
Wizh interest in preserving the democratic order, the SPD
gdermcnstrated to the German people that it was an established
party, ccncerned with and responsible for national neecs.

The CDU's relative decline, economic difficulty, anc tne
new image c¢f the SPD, gave the Scclalists their chance in

-

~9€9 tc finally lead Germany. In cocaiition with tie IZP,

h ~

tre ZFC proke 15 years of CDUNCSU demination. The
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ce of this event can not be cverstressed. Clearly,

uppcrters of the SPD, the victery reenfcrced their

cemmitment tc the party, thus alleviating p
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cf 17 cabinets formed.>** Never receiving more than 13
percent of the vote, the FDP has not won a seat by candidate
since 1957. The "double" vote, Land lists have kept the
party alive. In the tradition cf Germany's past liberal
parties, the FDP has emphasized civil liberties, educaticn,
and foreign and defense policy. The FDP tends to lean
towards the SPD on these issues. On economic and trade
relazed concerns however, the FDP is more in line with the
CC-C. Suppert for the FDP mainly ccmes from the Protestant
micdle class. Pclitical scientist, David Conradt refers tc
trhe FDP lcyalist as the "well-educated, affluent voter who
wants a siberal corrective to the 'socialiism' c¢f the SPC ana
the 'clericalism' of the CDU." -
Uniguely positicned between the CIU
ras allowed the two meajor parties toc gevern withcut
promising their positions regarding each cther. This hsas
avcided pessible political deadlock and crises. With Its
strong cemmitment to democracy, the FDP has played
significant role in bringing political stability tc West
Germany.

The fourth party tc have lcngevity and a streng core ci

sugpcrters 1s the CSU ¢

th
[9¢}
[2))
<
)
H
',l
[¢1)
3l
e
5
1]
@]
O
73
',l
23
o))
ot
[¢)]
' +
ty
0]
2
' ]
)

]
[$)]
'_ 3

.. P ~er r~ -2 - S Dimees g s < -
7, the CEU represernts CathclicC and Bavarian .nterests.




new Federal Republic of Germany, Bavaria retained most of
its pre-war territory, culture, and with the dismemberment
cf Prussia, became the most powerful state in the
federation. Considered the sister party of the CDU, the CSU
nas maintained a great deal of autoncmy. Although

differences between the CDU and the TSU have arisen, bcth

rarties remain close.
Jrnder the long, stable rule of Franz-Joseph Strauss, the
C8U dominated Bavarian politics from the 1950s until his

ceath in 19€€.-- This was a major blow tc the party, buz it
nas continued tc do well. Concerred with losing relative
ccwer in the CCU coalition and the Bundestag as a result cf
cr.iflzzticn, the CSU has branched cut intc +the rew ezstern
stztes, especially Saxcny, where it has helped ZIcunc the
Germarn Social Unicen (DSU). Conservative and naticrnalilistic
irn. perspective, the CSU has fostered high technolcgy
ir.austry in Bavaria, and has used i1ts positicn in the CCU
ccaliticn to promote Bavarian interests. A strong, "welli-
¢rganizea mass-membership party," the CSU represents
secticrnalism in Germany.--- This cculd rpose & preblen in the
Iuture 1f the malcr parties splinter intc reglcrel part.es,
trerer; mahklng ccaliticn bullding cifficuls
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With the German political scene coalesced around the CDU

and SPD, and their "minor" partners CSU and the FDP, only a

couple of other parties have broken the five percent

They did not last long, however. Starting in the

[

980s thcugh, the political landscape began to splinter with

<he emergence c¢f the Greens, the Republikaner, and the

German Peoples Union.

Tvery

decade since the end c¢f the Second World War heas
ad an cutkreak of right-wing extremism in West Germarny.
trenc ¢f the economy

e - -7 ~ - .a 3
ne pclitical changes witnessed.

welmzr vears, cr the eccnomic chacs fc.lowing the war, have
~eiz marny Germans parancild gbecut thelr financlial situaticr
renever tThe eccncmic situsticn has wersened the Cca-lticons
rave changec znd the fringe perties have surged ir
pCoruL&arIity e economy 1s nct the cnly criving Icrce
sccizl chance resu.ting frcm the centinved Indostria_icaticor
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C. SOCIAL CHANGE
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had dropped to eight percent, " as heavy industry and high
technology became dominant.

Urbanization accompanied the industrialization.
Refugees, immigrants, and young pecple looking for work,

pcured into West Germany's ma-or cities. Unlike Wilhelmine

[Se]

Germary and the Weimar Republic, those who could not firnd
wCcrk were protected by a growinc welfare system. The sccial
tensions resulting from greater urbaniczation were thus

- £ £ 3 . - - e - - [aal
cfficsed by a meore preo-active naticnél government. The
banizaticn alsc
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ccensciousness still existed in West Germany, but not as it
did before the Second World War.

The advancement of consumerism alsoc helped break down
oid class distinctions and build new ones. Status has
always been tied to wealth. The modern signs of affluence
range frem the cars pecople drive to the clothes they wear.

Automcbiles and their super highways, public transportatic

ar.c airiines have offered greater mobility to socciety at
_arge. Consequently, most younger West Germans develcped

mCre cesmepclitan views. Their education and exposure tc
kigger Germany, Europe and wcrld, fostered international
thinking. In the process, secticnalism ercded. Regicnal

. ~ea T e - -~ £ £ - - [ - . - .o m - N
S cu.tura. aifferences within Germany still existed,

mCwever, Lhey were not as divisive as they, were during the

Mcaernization changed attitudes “cwards women and their

rcle In scciety. The Nazi regime re“ected the trend cf
wemen in the work place until the demands of the war force

them to rely on women tc replace the men whe were off

fighting., 8till, the Nazis tried tc reet the rneeds c¢f
wartime industry with slave lakor. Zfter the war, man:
worer nad te take the lezd in prewviding fcr the familn T
-css c¢f millions cf ycoung men <o the war, pushel the
mcZerrnlzing trend faster. Scme werern argued theT scoolial
eguallty nad nct beern cbiained, anc that cld attitudes




persisted.-*®* The changes in the past forty-five years were
still notable.

Religion was another "victim" of modernization. As a
inifying and dividing force c¢f German politics, its
importance waned. In 1953, three-quarters of the CDU'’s
voters regularly practiced their religion, over one-half cf
them being Catholics.--" By the mid-1980s, this number hac
fa_len to cne-third."* BAs in cther aspects of social
change, there were still signs c¢f reiigion's importance in
Cermar society and politics. The peotential for a resurgerce
in religious support existed, especially as a dividing line
petween christianity and other reliigions. The trend ccula
.27 ke Ignored, however, that the impcrtance cf religicr zs

basis cf support was declining.
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Tnere were other signs cf sccia: change. The "cultural
revcitticn" c¢f the 1960s ushered in a decade mcrarisxn,
radicalism, and artistic expressicn.--” The peace ana
envircnmental movements, anti-establishment attitudes, and

student demonstrations were a.: & part of the new generation

cf West Germans who did nct asscciste with the decades c¢f

--“Dennis 1. Bark and David R. Gress, & Histcorv cf Wess
Germany: Demccracy and Its Discontents, 19%€:-15%1, Vc. -, Znz
ed. |Cambridage: B.aCkwe.. Pub..sners, -.9:2: , p. 6"




rebuilding and sacrifice.--* The leftist-oriented media
helped sound the call for social and political change.
During the late 1960s and the 1970s, under the
—~eadership of the Social Democrats, West Germany entered a
new era cf foreign policy, termed Ostpolitik (Eastern
clitics). Concerned with easing tensions between the twce
na.ves of Germany and with the Soviet Union, SPD Chancellcr
willy Brandt sought to engage in dialogue with the east, by
zccepting the legitimacy cf the German Democratic Republi
'GZR). This marked a major change in West German foreign

cclicy. Aderauer and the CDU had followed the ccurse cf

ur.ificaticn thrcugh strength and alliance with the wes:.
Trhls change in foreign policy is indicative of the SPI's
mzrndate fcr change. Welfare expenditures and health care
ccsts soared during the SPD's years in power, reflecting the
S2Z's concerns for the werking class.

Many cf the sccial changes discussed grew out cf the
maturing ¢f an industrial modern scciety. One example is

T I T S
crie.1zZacichl.,

~he pclluticn associated with advanced indu
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ecrhnciogy ana educaticn have brought these prckliems tc¢

i.gnht, and the mass media has galvanized public cpiniorn to
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has proved resilient, however. Capable of change and
responsive to the needs of the masses, the political process
kept the majority of people franchised. Those who felt they
were outside the system tended tc support the extremist
parties. Their numbers were minimized by government
invelvement in labor disputes and the growing welfare
protection.

West German democracy never had to face several
corverging forces of change at one time as had the hapless
Wweimar Republic did. The pace of change slowed and was
uneven after the Second World War. Populaticn growth,

urrarnization and industrialization all continued a*
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Lifer in different regions. The Ruhr, pre-war
r.dustrial heartland, did nct see much change. Bawvariz cr
he cther hand, was transformed from an agricultural state
tc cne of high technology anc heavy industry. One of the
strengths of democracy is the abili:ty to adapt tc charnge.
Federal and state governments became responsive tc the needs
the pecple caught up in the pressures of scocietal chance.
The s_.ackened pace of change, the ccnditicning cf scciety o
the acceptance cf modernization, &anc the growing

capakbilities ¢f government irn Gdealing with scclial pressures,

excremism., There i1s a direct rela=icr. between the two.

Political extremism's appeal increases when the societal
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dislocations are greater. People who hold extreme
views, be they left or right, can always be found.
modern societies their numbers are usually small.

arises when more moderate people feel compelled to
the extremists. Germany's political past supports

assertion. Electoral success generally depends on

political

In
Danger
side with
this

taking

advantage of a crisis. The suppor:t gained is sccially

divergent, and quickly fades unless the conditions

success continue.

D. RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM

The focus in this section is on the right-wing
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are used tc describe the entire spec:irum in between

words, such as ultra, and radical can replace extre
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success. Except for periodic surge suppor:, th
right has remained obscure. From 1949 tc 19€(, the
was towards political censclidaticn. Parties cther

CIU, CSU, SPD, and FDP steadily 10ST suppcr:
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Before going into the history of the extreme right, a
discussion of how nationalism's rocle in politics has changed
1S necessary.

The Second World War and the Naczi dictatorship left the
Germans little about which to be prcud. Nationalism anc
racism led to the murder of millions of innocent men, women,
anc¢ children, and the most destructive war yet known to
manizind. The old Pan-German nationalistic ideas were
ncroughly discredited. Ncotions o©f racial supericrity and
dreams ¢f a greater Germanic Empire ended in the
dismemberment of Germany and the heavy moral burden c¢f the

terrible crimes committed. Most Germans have felt awhwarc

sirncze abcut displaving any patrioti

Cr naticrnalistic

o]

serntiments. Those who have remained lcya. TC naticrnalistic
Zceegls have either attempted to revise the historical

inle

]

oretations of the Naczi era, cr they have distanced
themselves from the past.

The majority of nationalists has focused cn the
reunification cf Germany; some have lccked tc the return of
-CsT territcries. Only the mcst extreme grcups aspired nzve
*C wcr.3 power. The guesticn ¢f hew tc reun:

ractures the right-wing. Debates cn the issue were

o o~ £ -
ion befcre 18T
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ince 1945, there were four main arguments regarding

reunification. One called fcr better relaticns w




Scviet Union and Eastern Europe, hopefully leading tc an
agreement on the issue.*>* The second called for closer
Western ties and achieving unification through strength.
The third envisioned a stronger Europe, free from American
and Russian domination, which would set its own terms for
the "German Question". A fcurth resembled the third,
however it leaned towards Germany renouncing the east and
west, and adopting a strong neutral position.-> Within each
argument their existed disagreements over issues of timing,
reiations with other countries, and the use of military
fcrce. As a result, all attempts to unite the right-wing
spectrum failed.

five right-wing parties are examined in detail. There

nave been many more, but these five cgained the mocs:

r.czcriety. None has have ever enjoyed much success in the
Federas. elections. Minor surges occurred during pericds ci

real Cr percelived crises. Any gains made were guickly los:t.

Some scholars suggest that the far right has undergone &

ot

ransfcrmaticn over the 41 years of West German democrac,. =
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The Socialist Party of the Reich (SRP), founded on
October 2, 1949, by Dr. Fritz Dorls, was a splinter from the
German Rights Party (DReP).-"* After some notable successes
such as the receipt of 11 percent c¢f the 1951 Lower Saxony
Landtag vote, the Party was banned by the Federal

Ccnstitutional Court in 1952,°*for its direct link with the

The German Rights Party later became the German Reich
Farty (DRP). Many SRP members joined the DRP after the SRP
was banned. The DRP descended from the old German Naticnal
Feopie's Party (DNVP). Following the First Worlid War, the
VP was formed with the merging of the cld conservative
varties, discussed earlier. This ccnservative element

survived the many vears of change and turbulence, anc was

«

nct greatly affected by the infusion of meny ex-Na:cis.

Wishing tc avoid trouble with Federal Constituticnal

Ccurt, the DRP refrained from setting fcrth clear policical
agenda. A return to the monarchia. c¢r an authcritarian
crder was certalnly desired. The success of the CIU lex

cca.ition in the 1950s crained most support away from the

“RT - 1 3 ol T~ 2. o - ] } . ; - 2.
CRF. In 1949, the CRP held five seats in the Bundestag. B
- e~ , - ~ o) - — £ e
-9¢., the party could nect win mere than (.f percent cf the
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-"lavid Childs, "The Far Right in CGermany since L34%," lec
Fascism Irn Europe, ed. Lucianc Cheles, Rernnie Ferguscn, anc
Michalina Vaughan (liew York: Longman Inc., 21991, p. 71.
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the state election for Rhineland-Palatinate, when the DRP
gained 5.1 percent of the vote. One year after the founding
of the National Democratic Party of Germany, the DRP
disbanded itself in 1965. Most of its members joined the
NPD.

On November 28, 1964, a new right-wing party was formed,
the National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD). 1Its
founders hoped to revive the far right by rallying all of
the nationalistic parties and groups under its banner.
Eccnomic difficulties and the "Grand Coalition" between the
SP2 and the CDU in 1966 gave the party a boost in the
federal election, but it still failed toc receive more thar
five percent. In state elections the KPD fared much bezter

1,0

wilnning sixty seats out cf 849 in sever states between L2€¢€
and 1968.--* PRfter 1969, all far right parties los:t suppert
and fell intc obscurity for a decade. -

The Verfassungsschutz (Bureau ¢f Investigation for the
protection cf the Constitution, published a repcrt citing
several reascns why it believed the NPC failed. Scme cf the

reascns given were:--:
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the right-wing exploitation of prejudice and emotion

-the increasing radicalization of the political style of the right-
wing extremists, which was rejected in more conservative circles
-the lack of tangible parliamentary successes by the representatives
of the NPD in local and reglongl parliaments

The Verfassungsschutz classifiea the NPD as neo-Nazi, thcugh
the party tried to distance itself from this image. The NPC
wanted to free Germany from foreign intervention, reunify
the rnation, and establish authcritarian rule.--® NPD
propaganda sought to minimice Germany's role in the werld
wars and the true nature c¢f the laci regime in order to
present the far right in a better iight.

The failings of the NPD marked the beginning c¢f a low
ccint for the far right. Extreme naticnalists clinging ¢
~ne ncstalgia cf Nazism had lost touch with mainstream West
Germarny. Relegated tc obscurity, the far right went from a
ign cf 26,200 members in 1968 to a low c¢f 17,300 in 1975.-°

Mest fcrmer supporters icined the CEU and CSU curing thelr

T untii the CIU, CSU, and FCLFP came tC pecwer in 1982 did
tre situaticn begin to turn arcund
Witr the conservative parties tach Iin pcwer, the
onifiving force c¢f cpposizicrn was gone Cnce ageln, there
<as rcom fIcr dlsagreement ¢n o tre political right I
additizrn, West Cermsny begarn tC enter the pcos-industrial
-*Ibid.
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phase of development. The social ramifications of post-
industrialization, coupled with an increase in immigration
has, built fertile grcund for the far right to work.

One cf the parties to capitalize on the changing
circumstances was the German People's Union (DVM). Founded
by Dr. Gerhard Frey in 1871, the criginal DVU remained a
non-party organization. Frey gave financial support tc the
NP2, and concentrated on the publishing of right-wing
material. By 1987, Frey announced the creation of a DVU
party, 'Deutsche Volkliste,' or Liste D, separate from the

ncn-party DVM. The regular DVM claimed over 12,000 members

]

1987.-°- The DVM Liste D was reported to have Z,50C

The XNPC never disappeared entirely. In the 169°¢

e_ection it nearly doubled its support from U.Z2 percent in
19€3 zc 0.6 percent in ten state lists with over Z27,CC0
vetes. Insignificant on the West German political scene,
the NFZ and the DVM Liste D competed fcr a small percentage

ci the voters. Nct until a new party, the Republikarner,

Came cntc the scene in the 1989 electicns was 1t rea.ly

franz Schoenhuber, & fcrmer television Scurnalist whe

. . - N . e e
servea In the £&, helpea fcund the Repurlikarmer (REF In
- - ] = -
Z9% S.rce then he kecame the leader cf <the czrz- on
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with 7.1 percent of the vote.-*- The West Berlin election of
2989 alarmed many when the REP won 7.5 percent of the votes.
In all other federal and state elections from 1987 until
reurification, the REP did pocrly. UNonetheless, the 1989
results were the first far right successes since the late

196Cs.

The REP has portrayed itself as a party between the

ccriservative CDUNCSU and the extreme right-wing.

Scheerhuber has made public statements denouncing National
Szcielism. In addition, the party claims that, "Ko cne mav
ceccme a member the party DIE REPUBLIKANER who belicngs tc c¢r
suppcris an unconstitutional crganizaticn or a left-wing cr
right-wing extremist group."°° Fccusing on the
reunification cf Germany, the increase in immigraticn,
educaticn, and social problems, the REP has tried o aveid
contact with the more extreme right. Yet, rhetcric about

"asylum-seerers," and the media's alleged atuse of tlre
reedcm cf speecn, along with views cn HATC and

reunification, classified the party as on the edge cf

.y - 2 fa ol Y [N - . ° o p - N
extremism. Thcugh the Verfassungsschuto declared <he party
e A e P . . < S ey - -~ - hl
#ltrnin the ccnstitution, many including the SPI, have called

fcr 2z Closer examinazion.




thoroughly examined. In 1987 there were 69 right-wing
groups, including parties.®** Though the parties
demonstrated some limited success, they still remained very

fractured among themselves. The leaders of the DVM and the

o)

EP, the two most successful political parties on the far
right, wanted nothing to do with each other.

Further to the extreme right were the militant neo-
azis. Many did not hide their support for National
Sccialism. Neo-Nazi skinheads instigated numerous street
ights and terrorist activities. From 1977 until 196€ there

were an average of 23 militant groups with about £7 members

1))
)

ch.-** Right-wing violence escalated steadily from 136
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n 1974 2,475 in 1982.-°* There was a drop in crimes
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il 1986, when the nurber s+<arted %tc rise cnce
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‘n to just under 1,500 in 1987.-° The rising trend of
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ence continued right up until reunification. The next:

b
O
}.J

charter will revisit this issue and address extreme righ:
activities after German unification.
A broad analysis of the West Germarn pclitical right

wou.d start with the CDU, which has right of center and Zfar

avid Childs, "The Far Righ: in Germany since 194%," llec-
in Europe, p. 77.

PR S [ R 3 LR W - - T -2 N PN
Cnhristepher T. Husbkbands, "Militant llec-liazis in the
. - - T a - £ .. - 3 oo " . - he - -~ - -
eaerz. Republic ¢ Germany in the 15%(ls," in llec-Fascism In

Eurcpe, ©. 91.
K f

-**Stoess, Politics Against Democracy, p. 167.

-“'David Childs, "The Far Right in Germany since 1945," Nec-
Fascism in Eurcpe, p. B82.
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right members. The CSU would come next, slightly more right
than the CDU. On the far right would be the REP. Next,
entering the extreme right is the DVM Liste D. A little
further is the NPD. Finally, there are the militant neo-
Naczis.

Within the neo-Nazi arena there are different strands of
Natlicnal Socialism. The Strasserite branch has broken awav
from the traditional neo-Na:zis, committed to Hitler's
version. The Strasser brothers and men like Ernst Roehm,
ieader cf the "Stormtroopers," beiieved in a complete
revecliution of society, destreying all vestiges of the

ccurgecis werld. The new proponents cf Natiocnal Socialisw

m
ot
jo ]

itler sold out the movement tC capitalists,

r.reaucrats, and the midale class.

— .
-

]
b
w
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t

ves an idea of where the different political
parties fit in relation to each other; it also demcnsirates

how fractured the right is. This is nct to say that it

creation cf a solid nationalist front. Differences within
the right and the lack of a pewerful, charismatic leader,
nave peen the malor prcblems sc far.

Tne infcrmaticn presented demcnstrates that the rise in

e

< + —_t - . - N -2 N - ‘e i Y £

ILIGLT-WIng vic.ence and po..tiCal suppcrt began well pelcre
. s £2 - > - or ~ - . L - -

reunificaticn on Cctcker 3, 1997. Cermar unificazizsn

certainly brought new challenges to democracy, however, it

is not the roct of Germany's probiems. These new
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difficulties will be discussed in the next chapter, but
first it is important to explore the causes of the right-

wing resurgence before unificaticn.

E. POST-INDUSTRIALIZATION

The signs of post-industrialization are clear in most
Western European countries, the United States, and Japan.
The social and economic dislocations in West Germany which
led to a rise in rightist tendencies before unification,
were the result of this new phase in societal development.
Part of post-industrialization is the dawning cof the
infcrmation revolution, advanced consumerisn and global
eccnomlc interdependence at the highest level.

Ar. avalanche of revolutions is occurring, if con

[
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ot
O

elieve all the headlines. The "New Industrial Revociution,
the "Military Technoclogical Revolution,"”" or MTR for the
technccrats, or the "Techncleogical Revclution," separate

from the military, the "Information Revolutiocon," are terms
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used to describe the flocd ¢f ch
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e. This is not the p.ace

to debate whether these are all truly revoluticnary ©r nct.

What 1s important 1s the fact that incredible change is all
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und, forcing peoplie tc re-examine their lives and the
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on on social change was in the p
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st tense,
dealing with the continued fcrces cf the o0ld Industrial

Reveolution, which really tock off in Germany during the



_¢80s to the 1890s. It was seen how this revolution caused
severe strains on the Wilhelmine society and how the Weimar
Republic confronted the challenges unsuccessfully, leading
=c the Nazi state. The destructicn ¢f Third Reich left two
Germanies, both forced to deal with the same issues which
cegan before the turn of the century.

The Federal Republic of Germany has successfully dealt
with the problems associated with industrialization in the
vzst. Now there are new challenges from the move tcwards
ccst-industrialization. A locse term used to cover the
gamkbit cf revolutionary changes. This is the nature of
muman development. Just when we figure cut how tc sclve the
ctlerms which accompany advancemen:, we advance agairn.

tics have always lagged behind sccial and econcxic

One of the difficulties of dealing with change of this

nzture is the gradual and uneven pace at which 1t prcceeds.

frcm the past. This intersecticn between the cld and tre

]

ew 1s aiways extremely difficult toc navigate. Sometimes
gcvernments turn to adventurism or naticnalism in crder ¢
divert attention frem the demestic rrcoplems. Eurcpe pbelcre
the Tirst Werid War, and specifical_y Germany, are gcoc

examples.
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There are many facets to post-industrialization. Only
some of them will be covered in order to convey the enormity
and complexity of this phenomenon and its social impact.

One of the most important trends is the increase in

automation and robotics, which is replacing humans in many

th

ields of manufacturing and routine work.>*®* In 1980 there
were 1,255 industrial robots installed in West Germany. By
1989 this number reached 22,395.-*® 1In order to ccmpete with
cheap laber in less developed countries, German firms are
forced tc automate or move their businesses to other
regicns. Either way, the German worker is affected. Fcrced
tc take wage cuts, move into service jcbs, or retrain for
ancther career, are the prospects fcr many German workers.
~21 choices are difficult and socially disruptive.

If the trend is slow, then the government can help by
cffering assistance for new job training. Over the past few
cdecades the trends have been rather slow. The percentage of
peopie emplcyed in the primary sector, agriculture,
forestry, and mining, went from 25 percent in 1930 tc five
percent in 1987.-* The percentage cf people empioved in
manufacturing went from nearly 50 percent in 19€Z to 4C

percen< in 1987. The service sector has shcwn dramatic

Kennedy, Preparing for the Twenty-First Century
ge Becoks, 1993), p. g9.

o b

“
1 X7 -
York: Vint

-**Recent Social Trends, p. 168.

-*-Ibid, p. 162.
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change, from thirty-two percent in 1950 to fifty-four

percent in 1987.°%° Indications are that the decline in
manufacturing and the increase in service jobs are
accelerating. With a growing government debt, and more
people needing supoort, will the demands be met?

Another competitor for government funds are the older
generations which are approaching retirement age. Two world
wars have left their mark demographically; moreover,
advanced industrialization has been accompanied by a decline
in the kirth rate to near zero. With people living lcnger,
and retiring at a younger age, the demands on the state's
welfare system are rapidly growing. By the year 20¢C, 253
percent of the populaticn will be €7 or oclder.-*> Even with
the current turn around in a positive bkirth rate, Germanv

121 face a decade or more cof fiscal problems confronting
this issue.

Advanced censumerism 1is leading to new modes of
production. Mcre and more people will be able to specify
design features desired in products tailored to individual
tastes. People are interacting with design and production
specialists as never before. Will this lead to a greater
sense ¢f individuality? Will the trend cocntinue intc the

pclitical arera, where common pecple will give inputs in:c

“i1bid, p. 164.

-**Michael Mertes, "Germany's Social and Political Culture,"

Daedalus, (Winter 1994): 13.
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the decision making process? Does this mean a revolution in
the way governments operate? There are no answers to these
questions, only more uncertainty as to the impact on society
and politics.

Computers, satellites and advanced communications have
produced an information explosion. World-wide information
networks give anyone with a computer unprecedented access to
data. Ideas, technology, and knowledge pass from one side
cf the globe to the other at a dizzying pace, frequently
beyond government control. The impact of mass media on
scciety and politics in the 1890s was enormous. It was
eifectively used for enlightenment and for enslavement %o
mould pecple's opinicons. Modern technology has the same

entials, conly on a greater scale.

ot

jolo
Another benefit from the Information Revolution is the
mobility of capital. Electronic transaction now occur seven
days a week 24 hours a day, crossing internaticnal
boundaries around the world.-** The global investment pocl
is larger than many state's GNP. The speed at which
investments can leave a country has limited the flexibility
of state governments, and left them fearful of the eccnomic
consequences.*** The globalization of national eccnomies has

changed the way the wcrld does business.

'
w .

“**Kennedy, Preparing for the Twenty-First Century, p. 1C

441bid, p. 129.

97




Though corporate names live on, they are now
multinational organizations loosely connected for certain
business ventures.:*® The names represent powerful marketing
tools, used for the sake of familiarity. For example,
Chrysler Motor Corporation only produced thirty percent of
the value of its cars in 1990.-°° The same trend applies to
German corporations, such as BMW, Volkswagen and Siemens.

lLarge national corporations are disappearing, therefcre
economic competition between states has become more than
out-producing and out selling one another; it is about
attracting businesses and investment into one's country.

The education of a skilled work force, the building of
advanced transpcrtation infrastructures, and the mainterance
a stable social and political environment are the kevys tc
future economic competitiveness.-:

There are other indications of an ever faster chancing
world. The macrc-trends discussed merely highlight a
fraction of the ongoing changes. Some in German scciety
have taken advantage of the new oppcrtunities and are
prefiting nicely. Others have are being left behind,
bewildered, anxious, and longing fcr the "better years" cf

the past. These trends began tc impact West German scciety

-**Robert B. Reich, The Work

O
th

Books, 1991,1992), pp. 98-173.

4¢Tbid, p. 94.
“°Ibid, p. 322.
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in the mid 1980s. The once esteemed and envied West German
"social market" economy was losing its edge. An Economist
article stated:
Observers, especially outside of Germany, began to see the
country not as a new model but as the best example of a

crumbling corporatism whose high-cost perfectionism was
unsuited to a new world of low-cost international competition.

The welfare state was feeling the strains of post-
industrialization, as were mocst other western democracies,
as 1990 approached.

Before West German pcliticians could respond to the new
challenges, the Cold War ended. The guestion of German
unification came tc the fore, and after 45 years Germany
became one state again. A truly significant historical
event, reunification overshadowed the structural problems
which some West Germans were only starting to recognicze.
The prccess of bringing two opposite societies together is
posing a major challenge for Germany. In order to

appreciate the difficultv. an under

"

“anding of East German

develcpments is necessary.

F. EAST GERMANY

The German Democratic Republic (GDR) was fcunced cn
Cctober 7, 1949, in respcnse tC the Federa. Repuklic c¢f
Germany, founded irn the wes:t c¢n May 232, 193:9. Uncer the
shadow cf the Soviet Unlon, the GIR became 3 ccmmunist
ccuntry modeled after Stalin's rule. The Sccialist Unity

Party (SED), led by Walter Ulbricht, was the only political

9%




party allowed. Styling himself after Stalin, Ulbricht ruled
with a heavy hand until 1971. A worker's revolt in Berlin
and other major cities erupted in 1953, and was ruthlessly
suppressed by Soviet troops and tanks.

The flood of East Germans to the West resulted in a
sericus crisis for the communist regime. Betwsen 194% to
19€¢l over two million Germans fled the east, prompting the
GDR to build a wall around West Berlin in 19€1. The borders
were well guarded and pclice were ordered to shoot arnyon
tring to escape. Still some peopie braved the dangers;
many made i1t to the west, others died trying. Mcst Eas:

Cermans resigned themselves tc 1iving in a poliice s

ct

culetly accepted their plight.

In 1971 Ulbricht was replaced by Erich Hcnecker as Farty
.eader. Many hoped for sweeping refcrms, but were
disappcinted. Honecker did ease the states intrusiveness,

however. Limited eccnomic success, relarxed contrcl cver

o]

- Ny

private lives, and a general improvement in living standards
helped many tclerate the regime. Able to watch West Germarn
television programs, the East Germarn pecple dreamed cf life

¢n the other side.

Heonecrer attempted to increase living standards through
the preoducticn cf more consumer goods and constructicn His

€ LcecZan
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p.an was successiul to a degree, however, ¢ e:xnp

(0]
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[44]

a burden on the government. Without adequate incentives,

the East German people became apathetic towards work. Lack
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cf competition acted as a Jrag on the economy. Stagnation
was a serious nation:z" security dilemma. By the 1980s, the

ast German infrastructure desperately needed help. Roads,

W)

bridges, communications systems, housing, and factcries were
all detericrating. Though some argue that the East German
regime cculd have gone on indefinitely had it not beer fcr
externa. events, the decay and economic crisis suggest that

the end was approaching.

'Y’

cr &l. the negative aspects c¢f socialism, the East
Germarn pecple did nct worry about having a job, and tasic
needs were met. There was law and corder. For the pecple cf
East Germany, making the transition tc a liberal demccracy,

where the values are completely different, 1s difficulz &

A - va ‘ £ 3 8 - ey - - henlN -~ < -
wner the winds c¢f change swep:t thrcuch eastern Zurcpe o
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Immediately, East Germans by the tens of thousands began

o)

curing into Hungary and on to West Germany. The beginning
cf the end for the GDR had occurred. Appreciating the
enormous differences between living in a free society and a
pclice state 1s essential to grasping the complexity of

integrating two peoples into one state.




V.

CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE: 1990->

Fcr this analysis the formal process of German

reunification is not as important here as are the

ramifications.

So far this thesis has looked at the

histcrical problems of united Germany's political stability.

The signs of a "New Industrial Revolution" in West German

surfaced before unification,

present.

and have continued to the

In addition, both balves of Germany must confront

the challenge of building a common heritage and overcoming

differences of the past 45

vears.

This task

is

fcr Germany since the end of the Second Werlid

There are numerous other difficulties, many of which

have been wrcngly blamed on reunification.

Massive

immigration from eastern Europe and war torn Yugos.iavia has

led to social

tensions and racial

viclence.

The end of

the

Ccld War allowed the reunificaticn of Germany, but it has

also placed a new Germany in the awkward pcsition cf

redefining its foreign

Germany is expected to

affairs.

Ye

-

L

Germany

pelicy.

play a larger role i:

.

As a wecrld economic

power,

interrnaticna.

has the peclitical difficulty of

asserting itself because cf the Nazi past.

T

-

wcrld began entering a giobal recession in the late

additicr,

the

1980Cs,

exacerbating the Federal Republic's econcmic difficulties
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with unification. These are some of the divergent
challenges facing Germany today. Still, unification proves

to be the most difficult obstacle tc stability.

A. REUNIFICATION

The "two plus four talks," between the two Germanies,
the Soviet Union, the United States, Great Britain and
France led to the signing of the "Unification Treaty" on
.agust 31, 1990, Unification took place on October 3,
199C.-** In a blur the German Cemncratic Republic was gone.
The laws and currency of the Federal Republic of Germany
were brought to the east German states. West German
Crhancellor Helmut Kohl (CDU) pushed ahead on unification
ignoring the criticism and concerns of many people. The SPD
wanted to slow the process down and carefully consider each
step. Kohl sensed the moment for turning back was gone, the
cpportunity was fleeting. Promising that unification would
not hurt West Cermany, Kohl convinced many of his countrymen
tc suppor: his policy.

German historians of the future should praise the
decisiveness and courage of Helmut Kohl. Un+<il then he

fa.es harsh criticism from sections Germany society fcr his

-Note: for more information orn unification, please see;

Gert-Joachim Glaessner, and Ian Wallace, ed., The German
Revolution of 1989, (Providence: Berg Publishers, 1937).

El.zabeth Pond, Beyond the Wall, Germany's Road to
Unification, (Washington D.C.: The Brookings Institute, 1993).

Konrad k. Jarausch, The Rush to German Unity, (New York:
Oxford University Press, 139%%).
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gevernment's policies. Unification has been painful for
most Germans, east and west. The extent of decay in east
Germany and the costs of rebuilding were completely
underestimated. Since 1990, unification has cost the
government about DM 180 billion a year.*** This equals one-
half of Germany's annual tax revenues.-** Currently, the
gocvernment spends 52 percent of the gross domestic product
(GDP). Before unification it was 45 percent. The
gcvernment debt has grown to DM 1.5 trillion, making
interest payments the largest share of the public budget.-*-

Social spending has soared in recent years. In 1930, 27

-

percent cf the federal budget went to social programs; today
it has reached 47 percent.->* The social budget rocse 12
vercent between 1991 and 1992, 7.7 percent for western
Germany, and 39.9 percent for the east.-*®* 1In 1992, old-age
pensicns cost DM 290.9 billion, health insurance DM 210.4
pillion, disability insurance DM 16.7 billion, and labor

assistance DM 110.5 billion.-**

-’"n Survey of Germany: Model Vision," The Economis:t, 21 May
199: p. 6.

*Ibid.
*-Ibid, p. 7.
-*-Ibid, p. 6.

-*FBIS-WEU-92-125, 1 July 1993, p. 21.
4 1bid.
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Paying for these social programs has forced the
government to raise taxes in the west. Income taxes went up

7.5 percent in July of 1991.- Further tax increases are
currently being debated, with Chancellor Kohl insisting that
this not be done before 1995, and the SPD calling for an
immediate increase. A fifty cent per gallon gasoline tax
went into effect in 1991 also.-*® Germany is already one of
the highest taxed countries in the world.*®” With the loss
cf jobs, cuts in welfare, and increased taxes, animcsity in
the west has risen. Germans in the west refer to the east

iz¢

Germans as Jammer-0ssi (wailing easterners).- Hardening cf
attitudes is only adding to the difficult tasks cf uniting
Germany.

The shock of unification has dashed the hopes and
expectations of many east Germans. Having been promised the
living standards of the west overnight, the easterners feel

betrayed.-** A common slogan is 'Verraten und Verkauft,'

(deceived and sold).-® This epitomizes the disenchantment

-**Donald S. Kellerman, The Pulse of Europe, Sec. III, (Time
Mirror Center for the People and Press, .9392;, p. 10C.

“eTpid,

"R Survey of Germany: Model Visicn," The Economist, p. 7.

-*FBIS-WEU-93-173, 9 September 19%3, p. 34, from Der
Spiegel, FKamburg, 23 Aug 93, pp 24-27.

‘**Mary Fulbrook, "Nation, State, and Political Culture in
Divided Germany," in The State of Germany, p. 195.

-¢"Growing Weight of Germany's Unification," New York Times,
€ March 1992, C:1.
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of the east. Wages have only made it to 65 percent of those
in the west, and Kohl has argued for a reversal, while
unions want as high as eighty-two percent.‘® With a
population of just under 16 million, the east Germans have
lost 4.4 million jobs since unification. Many easterners
view their western cousins with contempt, using the slang

¢ The federal elections this

Besser-Wessi (know-it-alls).:
year will likely reflect this - 'ssatisfaction in the east
with the Kohl government.

The prognosis fcr the future is not as poor as many
beiieve. Though unemployment is high fcr Germany, over fcur
million, there are signs of economic growth.‘®® Government
socilal spending is decreasing. Increased taxes will help
cut the growing deficit and debt. The shock is over, peopie
are resigning themselves for a long road towards recovery.
Government, business, and labor leaders appreciate the
structural problems which must be addressed.

Unfortunately, with an election year at hand, many are
shying away from the hard decisicns, and are blaming the
oppcsition for the difficulties. If the peclitical scene
becomes too fractured, then coalition building may prove

challenging. Overcoming the obstacles to stability and

-*-Ibig, C:3.
“©FBIS-WEU-93-173, 9 September 1993, p. 34.

“©*"A Survey of Germany: Model Vision," The Economist, p. 34.
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future prosperity will require strong leadership and

teamwork.

B. IMMIGRATION AND RACIAL VIOLENCE

Not since the end of the Second World War have so many
people been on the move in Eurcpe. Germany, the border
state between economic despair in the east and prosperity in
the west, is especially troubled with the influx of
immigrants. The tidal wave began in 1987, when 86,000
ethnic Germans returned from eastern Europe. This was twice
as many as the year before. A staggering 397,073 re-
settlers arrived in 1990. A total of 1.5 million ethnic
Germans migrated to Germany between 1987 and 19932.-%

In addition, hundreds of thousands of asylum seekers
have sought refuge since 1989. Germany has taken in more
immigrants than all of Europe combined. 1In 1991, 256,112
asylum seekers entered Germany. The number jumped tc over
438,000 in 1992.°%*® Declining to 322,000 in 1993, the
numbers are still enormous.-%® Most asylum seekers are
economic vice political refugees. Ncnetheless, the German
government must process each individual. Meanwhile thev are

giver. free room and board, social security benefits, and

‘**German Information Center, Press Release, June 13932.

-*Alasdair Stewart, Migrants, Minorities, and Security in
Europe, Conflict Studies ZT:, Research Institute for the Study cf
Confﬁlct and Terrorism, 1992, p. 7.

-¢FBIS-WEU, 5 January 1994, p. 6.
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work permits. The processing time has generally taken
between eight months to four years, however, the government
has taken steps to speed it up. Though 80 to 90 percent of
applicants are denied asylum, the logistics of sending them
back to their countries of origin have proven extremely
difficult. Agreements with Romania, Poland, and other
eastern European states have helped the situation.

On December 6, 1992, the government coalition and SPD
agreed to legislation limiting immigration. May 1993
witnessed the passing of an amendment to the German asylum
laws. The new laws made important distinctions between
victims c¢f war, political persecuticn, and economic
derrivation. Immigrants coming to Germany through a "+third
safe country," are to be denied access. Provisions were
aisc made for faster processing times.

All of these measures have helped, but people are still
pcuring into Germany illegally. Many denied asylum have
stayed anyway. With the economic recession, higher taxes,
and the burden of unification, many Germans have turned on
the Auslaender. The far right has played on people's fears
blaming the asylum seekers for Germany's troubles. Simty-
cwC percent of Germans polled beliieve there are toc many
foreigners in Germany, up frem 43 in 1399.. Perceptions have

twisted reality causing great anxiety

Y e
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Michael Burleigh suggests that German perceptions of the
east have always been mixed;

The German mission to bring civilization and order to the
Slavs was gradually given a biolocgical accent in the form of
the slogan 'Drang nach Osten,' whereby the Germans were
somehow compelled to venture eastwards. Since by the late
nineteenth century this notion was wildly at variance with a
general demographic drift westwards, the perception grew that
the Germans were holding back an uncontrollable Slavic flood
or wave. The East as a literary and historical construct was
thus simultaneously a land of opportunity and demographic
menace, notions which have endured to the present time.”

Businesses certainly view the east as a land of opportunity,
tut the average German citizen believes the "Slavic hcrde"
is threatening to overrun their country. Manipulators cf
fear are capitalizing on this anxiety.

Nec-Naczls and other extreme right-wing racists have
targeted the fcreigners, including the few million Turkish
guest wecrkers. Most Turks have lived in Germany fcr vyears;
scme have been born in Germany. They have taken the ijobs
that most Germans did not want. The viclence i1s not really
over jobs thcocugh; 1t is about racism. Right-wing
pcliticians are using the fear of foreigners as a weaporn tc
mcbilize support. In this case perceptions are more
impertant than reality.

The rise in racial vioclence ccrrespcnds with the
increase c¢f immigrants into Germany. The number of right-
wing viclent incidents rocketed frem 128 in 1990 te 780 irn

1991. ERfter <the government crack-down ¢n extremists, the

-‘Michael Burleigh, "Schclarship, State, and Nation," in The
German State, p. 130.
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number dropped from 2,366 in 1992, to about 1,699 in 1993.%¢
Most offenders, about 70 percent, are less than 20 years
cld; their social backgrounds are very diverse. The
majority of violent acts is perpetrated by males. Eighteen
percent are unemployed. A higher than average number of
offenders includes "workers or salaried employees."
Education levels are predominantly low to median. Only 37
percent of suspects in western Germany belong to an extreme
right-wing organization; in east Germany, the percentage 1is
19.'.69

The organization and national coordination of these
numerous ex:tremist groups are limited. On the local leve:l,
they aXe sacll and disciplined. When organizations are
banned, the members found a new one or join another similar
group. The police crack-down has brought the divergent
groups closer together. Sophisticated computer networks has
aided in communicating and hiding from the authorities.- -
Recent attempts to found a unified national front have

failed. As long as the social and economic conditions

Ex
C.

Typical Prcfiles," San Francisce, Ca., Consulate Genera
034

-#*FBIS-WEU-93-236, 10 December, 1993, p. 27, "Right-Wing

:tremist Viclence Declines," in Hamburg Bild, & December 13933,
2

-“Note: all violence demographics from:
Press Release, 29 July 19932, "Offenders D¢ Not F

} 2

fice.

-'FBIS-WEU-93-243, 21 December 1993, p. 24, "Neo-Nazis Use

Telekom BTX for Propaganda," in Berlin Berliner Zeitung, 15

December 1993, p. 4.
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persist, then the appeal of extremist organizations will
continue to rise, even with greater efforts of the police to

break them up.

C. POLITICS IN A NEW GERMANY

The fracturing of the political scene before unification
has already been covered. The CDU and SPD are still the
most powerful parties. The CSU and FDP continue to play
crucial roles. Yet, the rise of the Greens, the
Republicans, and the DVM, is being overshadowed by the
multitude cf cther parties that have emerged since
unification. Even if many of these parties do not make the
five percent hurdle, they will drain vctes away from the
eszablished parties. This could make coalition bulldirng
difficult. With the problems facing Germany, the last thing
needed is a weak coalition, unable tc pass impcrtant
legislation.

The SED of the old GDR has transformed itself intc tiae
Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS}. In the first all~
German national election of 1990, the PDS only wen .4
percent of the vote, but managed tc gain 17 seats with the
help cf a special law allecwing a party access with five

percent in east cr west Germany.- - The PDS will likely gain

-"“German Information Center, “The 1994 German Elections: An
Overview," New York: Press Release, December 1993, p. 4.
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more support this year in view of east German voter
dissatisfaction with the Kohl government.

There is a multitude of new and c¢ld smaller parties,
which do not represent a threat individually, but can as a
group. The demise of the GDR has led to the forming of the
German Social Union (DSU), the Buendnis '90 (Alliance '90),
and the Neues Forum (New Forum), to name a few. The DSU is
a sister party to the Bavarian CSU. Alliance '90 has merged
with the Greens. The New Forum is a grass roots party.
Little is written about its agenda.

Other parties have sprung up. Markus Wegner, former
member of the CDU, has fcunded the Statt Parteil {Instead

Party), .- - He protested the candidate selection p

H

ccess.

His new party won 5.6 percent of the Hamburg state
election.-° The question must be asked, whether the rise of
fringe parties will disrupt the political process, or if
they are merely a passing phencmenon?

The Greens, the Republikans, the PDS and the DVU have
shown staying power in state and lccal elections. The PDS
and Greens\ Alliance '90, even made it intc the Bundestag in
199C.- In an article titled "Crisis cr Change? On the

Future cf Politics in the Post-industrial Age,"™ Hans-Gec

H

g

Betz, wrote:

--Ibid, p. 3.
-*Ibid, p. 5.
- “Ibid.
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The successes of both left-wing libertarian, as well as
radical right-wing populistic parties, are perhaps the most
salient proof of the thesis that the party systems of the
modern Western democracies are currently undergoing a
fundamental process of transformation. This process is the
result of far-reaching social changes that are closely linked
with entry into the postindustrial modern age. And yet, it
would be precipitous to justify the resultant political
turbulences that mark the present-day image of the Western
democracies solely as the breakup of the traditional lines of
conflict. The successes of left-wing libertarian and radical
right-wing populistic parties are, at least in part, an
expression of a questioning of the traditional transmission of
pclitical power, which has been dominated by an elite.-

If this 1s a major transformation of the political scene,
there is no reason to believe the major parties cannc:
zaapc. The future 1s not written. Parties have chancgec
threcugh the years, the SPD 1s an example.

When the first West German elections were he.d 14

cifferent parties were represented in the Bundestac. Xifte

Itur years of successful CDU leadership, the rnumber drcpped
cornsiderakly. In this current period cf rapicd sccial change

q

it is ratural that the political scene will splinter.
Pclitical impotence 1s a real danger if working ccaliticrns

cannct be formed. However, Germany a.sc has the abilisty =

overcome this period of turbulence. If az strong coca.iticn

can be built after these electicns, and the hard decisicns
rade, then German democracy may aciust t¢ the strains cf

cst-industrialization. Success will depenc c¢n the acticn

e. German history hzs shown us how those

<
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Cf crdinary peop

whe supperted democracy failed against tncse bern:t ¢r its
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“*FBIS~WEU~93-090-S, 12 May 1993, "Germany: Vote
ienation,” p. 10, from Aus Pclitix und Zeitgeschichte, RI:
March 1993, pp 3-13.
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destruction. Today the number of people against democracy
is on the rise once again.

The extreme right has grown in recent years, beginning
befcre unification. The economic difficulties associated
with unification, and the wave of immigrants has given
impetus to the movement. The major parties and groups of

the extreme right are;

Name Profile Status
A German People's extreme right active
Union List D, party
Reg The Repubiikauner extreme right active
NET National Dem- oldest extreme active
ocratic Party of right party
Germany
L German League for | assembiy of active
Nation and former Rep and
Homelana members c¢f Npl
naly Community of neo-Nazl ¢roup coive
Interests of the for refounding
New Front NSDAF & Fourth
Reich
)3 German party-pcolitical forb-agen
Alternative arm of GENF, December 1¥%l
active in easterrn
Germary
FAP Free German neo-RNazi ¢roup tan s ca-.led
Workers Party founaed :in for
Stuttgart
HNG Auxiliary wery active, acts | active
Crganizatiorn fcr as a lirnx betweer
Naticra.l varicus rneo-Na:tl
Political groups
Priscners
NETAP-AT NELAP Foreign externsive Na:i: azuie
Urganization prcpaganaa,
estakblisred ir
RS
w. Viking Ycuth organiced 1n active
pattern ¢of Hitier
Youth, previously
-:nked with FAFP
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NF Nationalistic tight Nazi-cadre forbidden
fFront group, point of November 1992
concentration
Neorth Rhine-
Westphalia
NO National rrimarily in forbidden
Cffensive Bavaria & Saxony, December 1992
most members from
FAP
NB National Bloc neo-Nazi splinter | forbidden
group from DA & June 1992
FAP
DKE German neo-Nazl group forbidden
Comradeship fcunded in December 1997
League Wilhelmshaven
SR Homeland Loyai neo-Nazi group forbidden
Assocciation of cencentrated in June 10983
Germany Baden-Wurttemburg

Reproduced from Die TAGESZEITUNG, 25Augt¢3, p.3.
Once a group or party 1s banned, the leaders and members
elcher Join another organization or found a new cre
themse.ves. The government's crackdown has caused some
chacs in the right. 2s long as the government remains
committed to menitoring extreme rightist groups, and banning

those brearing the law, then the danger they pcse will be

nfcrtunately, the extreme right has an effective

pciltical weapen - terrcr. Intimidating people has always

®

Ceen & cgart cf the militant nec-liazl agenda. Recently, an

ad L N 2

ticle in a rightist magazine listed
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and tusiness pecple, who stand in tne way ¢f the extreme
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right's plans.?’” Compiling an extensive list such as this,
required regional cooperation among the many divergent
groups. Modern technology allows national networks,
information hotlines, and electronic mail boxes, giving the
radical right the power to coordinate actions nationally.-®
Traditionally the extreme right has been fractured,

lacking a strong, charismatic leadership. This could
change. There are individuals who may succeed in unifying
the right. Ewald Althans, 28 years old, is the self
appecinted director of his own German Youth Education
Program, and hopes to be the next leader of the extreme
right movement. The Chief of the Office for the Protection

£ the Cecnstitution has stated, "Germany's most dangerous,
mocdern, and revisionist youth group," is led by Althans, whe
"has everything the others are lacking, he knows the entire
camut of persuasion."-® The liberal magazine Der Spiegel,
cf Hamburg, claimed Althans "could be the most dangerous
demagogue in the right-wing spectrum."-*:

Since the age of thirteen, Althans has been groomed to

be the next Nazi leader. He has learned from Willi Kraemer,

special consultant to Joseph Goebbels, Hitler's Mirnister of

- "Hatred Rising," World Press Review, February 1994, Vec.
4>, N. 2, pp.li,12, from Martin Kiingst, "'EFnemies' must b=
'Eliminated,'" Die Zeit, Hamburg.

“fIbid.
“"*)FBIS-WEU, 15 May 1992, p. 15.
-*"Ibid.
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Propaganda, and Ernst Remer, former commander of the "Guard
Battalion Greater Germany." Althans has his own publishing
company and brings in enough money to help him organize his
neo-Nazi group. Althans prophecizes, "Bolshevism is dead.
The capitalist United States wiil cocllapse in the next 10
years. Now the entire world is waiting for the gigantic
German power.":f:

The state and federal elections in 1994 have generated a
great deal of speculation and anxiety about the future of
Germany's political system. The 1990 elections were a pocr
showing for the extreme right. The REP's successes in the
-9t7 West Berlin election were lost, as it failed to win any
seats ir united Berlin's election of December 1990.-** In
Bavaria the REP? won 4.9 percen: cf the vote, just missing
the five percent hurdle.-®® The 1991 Bremen state election
saw the DVM gain 6.2 perceat of the vote and six seats.-**
Then the REP wcn 10.9 percent of the Baden-Wurttemburg

election in 1992, causing great ccnsternation.-** A

fIl Tt A
iPbia.

:“German Information Center, "The 1994 German fiecticons: &n
Overview," p. 5.

1bid.
“$4Ibid.
“*1bid.




traditionally strong CDU state, the CDU lost 9.4 percent
from their last election.:®¢

In the elections since, neither the DVM or the REP have
had any success. A couple of elections gave the REP over
four percent of the vote, not encugh for seats. The
European Parliament elections on June 12, 1994, were a major
setback for the REP. The seven percent won five years ago
fell to only four percent, forcing the party out of the
Eurcpean Parliament.® The CDU won a great victory against
the predictions of polls, with forty percent of the vote
compared to the SPD's thirty-three percent.-¥* Signs that
the eccnomy is improving, and rejection of the racial
violence associated with the extreme right are attributed to
the CDU's success.

There are still major elections ahead in 1994. October
16, 1994 is the date for the Bundestag elections.-** Until

then there are still five state elections, including

Bavaria. Polls before the European Parliament elections
showed the SPD ahead of the CDU, however, Helmut Kohl has
proven capable of coming from behind in the past. The

latest election results show the CDU doing well. A victeory

-¥Ibid.

_ ““'"Conservative Parties Gain in Eurcpean Vote," New York
Times, 13 June 1994, A:3,Cl.

“**1bid.

f“German Information Center, "The 1994 German Elections: An
Overview," p. 8.
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in the Bundestag elections like the European Parliament
would give the CDU a strong mandate. The concern is whether
its coalition partner will survive. The FDP lost all of its
seats in the European Parliament.-™

With whom would the CDU form a coalition? A "Grand
Coalition”™ with the SPD could be awkward and difficult.
Such other parties, as the Greens and PDS would be even more
troublesome. Another possibility is that the FDP will
survive and change coalitions, joining the SPD. The Greens
and PDS may even join if necessary to overcome the CDU and
CSU. The danger of the fringe parties, including the
extreme right, lies in fracturing the political scene to the
pcint where coalitions are difficult or impossible to hold
together. A strong showing for either of the major parties
is important for future stability, but the FDP's success or

failure will also play a decisive role.

->"Conservative Parties Gain in European Vote," New York

Times, 13 June 1994, A:3,Cl.




VI. CONCLUSION

This story began with the unification of Germany in 1871
as the Second Reich, the creation of Chancellor Otto von
Bismarck through "Blood and Iron." It has ended with the
reunification of Germany after 45 years of forced
separation, through a bloodless revolution of the East
German people. As the new Federal Republic of Germany sets
cut to build a new identity for all Germans, one is struck
by the enormous destruction and suffering which have
resulted from the past hundred years of German nation-
building.

Germany is not alone to face such a difficult past. Its
size, population, and industrial potential, however, have
caused great danger for other neighboring countries. Italy
followed a very similar path of development, but its
military capability never seriously threatened the werld
order, while that of Germany did. Germany also stands out
for its institutionalized mass murder of millions. Perhaps
these points are why historians, political scientists, and
socialogists are so interested in Germany, as German
internal political developments have had grave consequences
for the world.

Germany has had an unfortunate modern past. The

industrial revolution hit the country hardest immediately
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after unification in 1871. 1Its monarchial institutions were
rigid and unwilling to face the political challenges
resulting from increased social tensions. Technological
advances brought mass media and transportation, making mass
pclitics possible. 1Ideas of nationalism and racism became
twisted for radical political goals. Communism threatened
to destroy the old order. A period of political crisis
evclved in which the consevative ruling elites were
incapable or unwilling to resolve. This was Wilhelmine
Germany on the eve of the First World War. The war would
orly bring death to millions, and privation for tens of
millions, exacerbating the existing social problems in
Germany. Clearly Germany had reached an intersecticn where
the cld was giving way to the new, but nct without a
struggle.

Nearly one hundred years later Germany 1is once again
conironted with epoch change while attempting to deal with
the issues of unification. There is a parallel between the
Germany cf the 1890s and Germany today. Fortunately, <this
time Germany is governed by demccracy, which is much mcre
adaptive to change than authoritarian mcnarchies. That is,
if they can address the true proklems and work tc build
political consensus.

The Weimar Republic's demise is instructional in how the
strengths of democracy can become its greatest weakness.

Instead of building consensus, the Republic bred division.
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The Federal Republic of Germany today has no resemblence to
the hapless Weimar Republic. For over forty years the West
German state built strong and lasting political institutions
which withstood the strains of change. The Weimar Republic
was founded under completely different circumstances, and
never had the crucial period of stability needed to
consclidate its power.

Many scholars are optimistic about the future of German
democracy. John Breuilly argues;

When one considers the problems Germany faced in 1945 and
compares them to the problems that it confronts now, and when
one thinks that the most basic componets of economic success
in Jdeveloped economies are technology and what in economic
jargon is known as 'human capital'- then the pessimism appears
misplaced. There will be problems in the short term, but
provided a sensible policy of infrastructure investment is
foliowed in the GDR areas. I would think these will be
overcome within the decade.-*
Germany is certainly better prepared to deal with change now
than in any other time in history, however, the danger lies
in focusing too much on solving the prcblems with
unification and missing the growing challenges from post-
industrialization.

Even if the traditional parties win a major victory in
1994's Federal election, they will still have to prove that
they can adapt tc the new forces of change. Global eccnomic
trends and mass migration are placing enormous demands cn
the political structures of the western world. Whern cimilar

forces acted on Germany at the turn of the century, its

-%John Breuilly, ed., The State of Germany, p. 235.
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peolitical institutions proved inflexible. Nearly fifty
vears of turmoil ensued contributing to two world wars, the
end of the European order, and the death of millions.
Hopefully, Germany and Europe will be spared a similar fate
this time. Only by addressing the root causes of social

tension and political transformation can there be any hope.
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